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CHARMS AND AMULETS (Roman).—It
mtbeliﬁf:muugthaﬁnmnumu;lfgﬂ
Erlmit.in T;b%lm :Wnn:lhl“?ﬁ'&nmch iie,
i, [Lodpxig, ]2, 2021L}, many substances
were endowed with supernatuora] virtue, and that
this virtne might benfbu*'.uh:ght und:; tham of
ANy one pnmd 1 oecult w-
lnéa. To this undlhnl.r;q had recourse to
magie, and his usoal met was to bring the
i snbstance under the influence of other
im{lﬁ.ﬁawiu of "mmmi;:ﬂ' non-muterinl kind.
One of these was the spoken word, eapecially in
rh i It walilﬂn Rompn iaelief 't.hn.tr't.ha
farmer might by & magic u|l:nll transfor bis neigh-
bour's eorn fo his own fields, and accordingly the
XII Tables impose a penalty npon any one ‘qgui
excantassit” (Bruns-Gradenwits, Fonles furis

Roman?, 1804, p. 30). Here we have the origin of | of the

the magie formula (see art. Macic), A like virtue
was supposed to reside in the human action ; thos
a wuu]fe.u thread in which knots have been tied
will eure disease (Pliny, N xxviil. 48, Here we
hava n typical exomple of the magic action (sse
art. Magio), The tice was Lo trest. some

amorphons materinl in such a way as to give it

& form ressmbling o imilar object. or person ;
for, asco to primitive belisf. the priginal snd
ita artificial semblance were identical, 80 that the

the same way as the other, 4
The magical virtues of the sabstances referred
to were brought into requisition with a view to
soquiring all that was deemed desirable—such
things as wealth, benuty, riches, g:wu, and love,
If n man still lacked these gifts, he tried to force
the hand of fortune, either negatively, by driving
lw:.f existent evila (sxpulsive }: or posi-
tively, by conjuring to himseli the he
Invked (beneficent ). I, on the other hand,
the objests of genernl desire were alrendy his, the
magically endowed subetances beonme servicenble
a5 4 menns of saving these from diminution. In
the lntter case the of the sobstances in
nestion was not so mueh to obtain benelit as
nvert smch evils as migi]::}tr threaten the pos-
seasor (prophylactie magic by means of ammlate).
Amongst theze evils those due to the
3¥eﬂ.um of one's fellow-men were specinl olijects
drend. For, of conrse, n man may desire not
only to benefit liimself, but also to injure those
who stand in his way, and may therefore seek to
bring disense or death opon them. It was, in fact,
against such maleficent magic that smuolets were

mainly used.

t enhstances were used as
amulets in varions kinds of mngic, it should be
observed that no particnlar substance had its
aotion limited to one single ca of the oconlt
art. On the con , most of the availuble sub-
Blaness Wers with & many-sided efficacy.
That whﬂ;ﬁh‘ditf&d‘gad an existent “iill wﬁnaid‘.:lﬂm
act prop ¥ ngainst an apprehen il 3
purslain, for instance, not only removed in
thnnmla.hmmmha I.!lnn.mpn]ﬂ;lo
prevent hesdasche (Pliny, HN xx. 215}, while a
enbstance which was effiencions in [
magie would aleo undo the mischief worked

bilthnh; {ef. in the *Greek® section of this articla
'ﬁbardan

both ture
golﬂ.{E]ltny. HN xxxii. 6, ix. 80).
we come to treat of the varions substances em-
Eelnyd,wnlhlﬂbonm.hlumdm:rlgmﬂm
tween ‘charm’ and "amulet’ If we speak
more of amunlets than of charms, that is becanse,

es the linbility to Eniainmt;n ta.ngl]I wis
universal, negntive (or Inetie was
reported to by nearly avg:;rwwga, while vely
Barw-fm to the practics of poeitive (or bene-
fieemt:

magio.
We appear to be well informed rﬁding tha

substances to which the Romans aseribed magical

ra and which they used for magieal purposes,
E vast number of such olbjects, particularly of
e @t WD T

ft i it ant, & contemp,,

1000, nnd 1T feticiemo primitive in Ihﬁu., Perugia,
1807), and they mre frequently referred to by
aneient pnthors, e.q., by writers in prose such as
Pliny {HN) nod the Screptores rei rustioas, and by
physicians like Mareellns Empiricus, while poets

time of Angustus nnd his suceessors furnish
numerous deseriptions of magical
Only & very few of these discoveries and refer-
enees, however, give any indieation as to whether
tha superstitions a g to the articles con-
cerned were indigenous to the Roman peopls, or
whether they were imported from exotic modes of
thought. Apmin and agdin Rome felt the powerful
tnfluenes of forelgn eiviliztions ; the neig tnm::g
nations {especinlly the Etruscans), the Gresks,
etentnnlly the peoples of the Orient, snccessively
ri certain elements of their magic to
Latium ; and Roman writers speak of this im-
%{;’leﬂiﬂ%ﬂﬂ if it were n native prodoet.

urlirgll{ elog, viii. 80) tells of a love-

?o‘l‘fu with wax; but this is simpl en
rom Theceritus (il. 28). Accordingl {t is in
et Sibed Smpoiin:to: deeide Whitioe & Ba
tioular charm was o thing of immemorial practice
mmﬂ the Romans, or a later impﬂthlﬁfnn. It
is probable that primitive forms of all the prin-
cipal varieties mugie were to be found in
Latium from the outset, and that these subse-
. ;m.lﬁmad with nIL:rn highly dtﬁi'l-;alnpaﬂ
L of foreign origin. case, later
sﬂ:,:ui RmE magio I:l.]]?gh.ﬂ to

opon ; and, moreover, it is ented
io to lunzd:m degree that it

leaven of

sEEmE y more a more offshoot thereof,
To Roman magie sccordingly applies almost evary-
thing that has said in Greek * seetion of

this artiele. In what follows we give only such
selented instances as are shown EOME pAT-
timlnaufeﬂtum to I‘L:!ru taken firm rml:.rin Rome,
of, at all events, to have been practised by Romans,
These instances nre but few, and, few as they are,
not ulways certain,
As an example of we have
perio Mad by { the ma m"ii.n;hm'
orm mens o fut (Festua,
ed, Miller, ?. 128). We have & mors i
b the Jove-apell (0. Hi s D
ineantamentis afque devinctionibnee amatoriis apud
Graccon Romanosque, Kionigsberg, 1863 ; R, Dedo,
De  anti m supersiifione amaforia, Greifs-
wald, 1904 ; L. Fahz, * De postarnm Homanorom
doctrine  magion," Relipionsgeechichtlichs Vers,
und. Ferarb, wol. ii ifl. [1M4]. But tha
Homan ascconnts of the actual charms employed
nre almost entirely dependent npon Greek sourcea,
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Moreover, the love-spell is not a genunine example
of beneficent magie. In order to arouse love in
ong who was mexnwhile indifferont, he was gub-
jected to internal pains till such time as he yielded
to the wishea of the persom in whose name the
spell was cast. The torment thos involved in the
love-spell seema rather to place the latter in the
entogory of malefioent An evidence of its
being practised in Rome is found in the word
venenum, ' which is eonneeted with the
nume Fenus (F. Skutach, De mominibus lotinis
i -no ope formatis, Breslan, 1800, p. 9), and
inally meant *love-potion.’ It was of snch a
rpor that Lucallus is said to have died | Plutarch,

ur, X1}

The simplest form of malafcent ie was the
evil eye (5. Seligmann, Der bise Blict und Ver-
wandter, Berlin, 1010). Even without accessories
this conld work injury to health and property
{ﬂlrmhﬂtg-ﬁa{:'llu, a4 *Malogehlo®;~ Panly-
Wissown, sv. *‘Fascinum®), Tacitus, Annal i
89, dealing with the death n{G-Erm.miﬂ'
elnssical for n more elnbornte i t
parm?wimdl the requisite materials :

&pall
' Repericbantur solo ao etibus erutes bumasorom oor-
parim rel uhwﬂnlﬂﬂmmnmm:ﬂd
somustd clheres so tabo ohilit]
anlmas numinibas infernls

npplinnees of this kind of magic | ba

The prinei

were Mwn tubelime plumbeas, and such
tablets, inseribed with menaces directed agninst
nll that the object of the spell counted desr, have
been discovered in large numbers (A. Auvdollent,
%ﬁﬁmm fabellns quotquot innotusrunt, Paris,
134). Even this El:cbiue. however, was not
native to the soil, but was borrowed from the
Greeks ns late as the 1st cent, B.0. (Rhsin, Mus
lrﬂlﬂm_'l P ETIL

cases whers a man was suffering harm in

amedi This was, in ]f}mt, the
cing popularis (aee art. DISEASE AND MEDICINE),
regarding whléi we are spocially well informed
by Pliny (HN; of. e.g. xxvill 47f). We are
sure, indeed, whether or not Fliny availed
himself of Greek but we find a reforence
to & native remedy in Cato, de Adgri Cult,
here it is said that w dislecation can be
binding npon the injured place a reed that has
blessed with a magie formnla.
the to which o man wos
5 i' d, h;;ﬂd not wall.“fl:ill the
(e y fallen, but sought to riird
orehand by making use of such :Ti.ﬁﬂlﬂ
recognized protective virtue ; and in this
ject atilized in the practice of exorcism
amulet, The prevalence of this form
nmongst the Romans is reflected in the
of terms signifying *ammlet’ found in
lmgua.ﬁ: from the infancy of their
5 g of these ia Fm conneeted
- ﬂhﬁthfzﬂnﬁdr:.kmmhﬁru ' ar with
aT. waros AL y Bfymol, Warterd,, p. 200),
The darinmuﬁ_;mm ascinum, vig. Jfascinare 1%;&;1{.
2l i and fascinatio
{Pliny, AN xxviii. 35: *[saliva] :famin-tiunaa -

timna’ ; xxviii. 101: *[h frontis corium
inationibms resistera’), m&a at one time
word meant ‘a mali t spell’ ; and, as a
AR T
o evil & irgil, Eelog, iii.
108+ *oenlus mihi fascinat o u:mnf Jfl;‘ﬁ, op.
cif. p. TOM) The metual fascinum was near
always an amulet, and in “most enses took tha
figure of the phallus, which, it was belisved,

]

giz-?‘f
.
g

R

:

1

would by its impropriety avert the evil eye,
wmbz?ﬁndar‘?ﬁnnmunm arl::irtlm beneficent infla-
ence of the reproductive principle. A foscinum
hung round the neck waa worn as an amulet by
boys (Plontns, Miley, 1308 f.: *quasi puero in
mﬁ: pendennt mgunﬂ:ﬁtﬂ:l;: and when the con.
queror mnde his trinm into the capital
—the cocasion on which he might well the
n;:lljﬁl ance of anvy—t{dmiwm was tied to his
o t (Pliny, HN xxviil. 30). The soil of ltﬂ.lﬁ
has also yielded numerons foscina in stone an
metal, which may have been either worn upon
the pumu,urbu.{ﬁ.inbn tomhs, houses, city-walle,
ete,, a3 & means of protection (John, op. o, p.
). In the same semsa wns osed the wond
muttonivm (derived from mufis), which alae measns
*phallna’ (Usener, Géffarnamen, 1808, p. 327) ¢ the
seholin render it ]:II wiot OF x‘upﬁnr riar [ Corp,
Floge. Lesd. i 181, L 3861). The word
likewise, according to F. Marx (Lucilii rel, i E'
¥ to have den an
e,

xliv—n referance suggested to the writer
nmulet in the form oz a phill

Deanbmer), sesms ori

The child's erepundia, however, embraced more
e, erapore. ¢ 0o rattle: (Wakd “T60),

re, “to rattle” ( B, op. il

and was orlgma.]ﬁ applied to ':l;:gJ um.ﬂ.lpme
rattle which served not only to amuse the child,
f also to protect him from demonic infinence, as
it was supposed that evil spirite were afraid of
I.haﬁln ling of metals, especially of bronze (A. B.
Cook, JHS xxii. [Wﬁ p. 1441) ; pold and slver,
however, were also efficacions, Plantus { Budens,
1166 1L) ennmerntes the e of & girl ns
follows : a golden ﬁrﬂ, & in}:l: knifa, tw:ilhu.nd_a
elasped mfth“' A m ure pig (the ma-
terial of the last two is not zpaeiffdj; finnlly
(1171}, *bulls aunres est, ru.hu' quem dedit mi
natali die' The statue of a boy in the Vaticun
Musenm | Daremberg: lio, fig. 301} shows upon
the shounlder a strap em with & whole series
of such prophylactio fgures, while an ornament

Eimilar ¢ is preserved in Viennn (id,
fig. 2086), The idea of warding off evil, in fact,
came to be so closely mssociated with erepundia
that the word was at length nsed to denote, not a
child’s rattle only, but an amalet of any kind

(Apunleins, Apologia, 68).
{‘m i ants is probably

he origin of many of thesa
to be Bnuggl:-: in Greece nnd Etruris. Plantus, in
the from u

e quoted above, is &

Gree mmadgj: ;Iiﬂ.a the bulla mentioned by ]ilim
i regarded investigntors as Etrnscan (ses
artt. in Daremberg-S8aglio and Panly-Wissowa),
The word itsell is Latin, and means ‘water.
bﬁhmu’r&ﬁdﬁ?, ‘t]{_: boil op'), and then any
object of like form (Isidore, Origines, xix. 8, 11),
In most cnses the #ullee nsed as amulets wers of
rold ; many of them took the form of o heart—ns
@ seat of life—or of the moon, to which great
mafical virtus was ascribed (Pauly-Wissowa, L
3L, av *Aberglanbe’). The weal form, how-
over, waa that of n bubble or convex diai.r, and
there was perhnps some mental nssocintion between
mhnﬂgnh;:; bulle and the sun as the soures of
life. Hulfae of this kind were worn by Etruscan
ouths (Daremberg-Saglio, fig. B02), women [ik
f.', 883), and demons :Arzﬁﬁﬂ. E’an’tmx, 1848,
plate 47, nt the foot), on a strap round the neck,
as aleo by the Etrusean (Festus, ad. Miiller,
p. 322). In nll probability, therefore, the RHoman
practice was borrowed from the Etruscans, The
general himself wore the golden bulla on the day
of o triumph [Macrobins, Sefwrnal. i. 8, 8), but
with this exception it was worn mainly by boys
of disti ed birth (Festus, p. 38), those of
humbler origin hwﬁnq to be content with & make-
shift (* Jorum in collo,’ Maerob. i. 6, 14}, while the
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bulla of & girl is but seldom referred to (ef. the
fasﬂga qﬁﬁaﬂ above, Plautus, Rudens, 1171).
t may well be the case that the simple leather
strap (forum) of the humbler ranks was at one
time universally worn by the Romun Ehm and
that it was nrds disearded by the higher
vlasses for the golden bulla of the Etruscans.

Juvenal (Saf. v. 184) contrasts the °Etrnscum | su]

surmm® with the 'I:::dnn tantnm bafhtl;u u.ll‘n -ia
loro ' ; for the significance ‘ kno :
bf. P, Waolters, * Faden und Knoten uls Amulett
(AR viil. [1605], Beileft, p 18). Children were
muw:l with thess amulets on the day of their
i (Plantus, loc ﬁiﬂ;uhmti wore them ﬁm.utg
the tender years in whi were unable
guard themsclves against the u?ﬂ eye and kindred
werils.  On reaching the age . they
}ludlutad the bulla to the Lares (Persius, v, 31).
From the specimens discovered we learn that in
most cases the bulla was com of two convex
disks of gold, which conld be fnstened closely to-
fh“h“ by means of the anlzppmﬂgﬁ huul‘f ?n
gir edges (Daremberg-Saglio, i the
hollow E::na thus formed the ﬁ:.unm used to
keep things ‘quae crederent adversus invidism
valentizsima II1:111'.‘|I.n.|.-mh. i. 8, 8), ns instances of
which Marcellus Empiricos (viit. 50) mentions the
eves of o green lizard, A Bwlla discovered in
t!:ﬂ grave of a soldier nt Agquilein (Heydemann,
Mitt, aur d. Antikensammlungen in Qber- w, Mittel-
Jtalien, 1879, p. 27, cited by Panly-Wissowa) was
found to contsin hair: it was & popular supersti-
tion among the ancients that hair was o proteetion

againat head wounds (Pling, AN xxvii, 413 It
would appear that the varions articles that might
be deposited in the bullze were ped nnder the

i

eneral term i word ﬂﬁg‘.‘h, according to

arro fda Ling. Lat, vil g-lﬂ'l'}t, had been already
used by Naevias., Varro himself derives its mean-
ing * It ut mwmm
I :F[:um'is. and Festus 11":‘- ) speaks of
prasbia composed of dirt taken from the folds in
the robe of a certain temple-statue,

The most familiar and most comprehensive term
of this class was amuletum (see artt, in Daremberg-
Baglio and Pauly-Wissown), The word is of nn:
certain etymology, being either an early adupta-
tion—possibly from the Etrscan—or elsa a %nu.mu
Latin form in -efo (ef. Walde, ap. cié. p. 27); on
the latter alternative it is probobly derived from
amulum, and would thus mean *“food of coarse
menl’ (lGInﬂ:t. il. [1910] 219}, There is no
available eviden owever, for its usage in this
senss ; in avery wn instance it answers to
Y er, It s nevertheless %u.it.a possible that
8 W which primarily meant ¢ i
farinaceous food ' should at length come to
‘ltﬁrrotan'tiun against evil.' Of n dish prepared
with meal, Pliny (HN xxv. 128) says: ‘iis qui
cotidie gustent eam, nulla nociturs mala m:div
camentn tradunt.’

Charms snd amulets sould indeed be made of
any kind of materinl (Hubert, art. * Magie,' in
Dﬂumbu‘gﬁiﬁgﬁn&ng&;fl of :::J.“ out-
standing t: which supernat virtug
might nugtniu lurk., The conee; & which
sugprested the assosintion of abn powers and
magical effects with cnlar snbstonces have
been discussed in the ' Greek ' section of thisarticle,
and peed not be entered upon here,
terrestrinl things—the sun the moon have
been dealt with above (p. 462" —plants and animals
were specially regarded as the medin of magiesl
power.  Bometimes the particular ebject was nsed
as & whole, sometimes n delinite portion. thereof
was taken ; and in the latter cose the part was
supposed to have special influence just becanse
it was s part, or else to contain a portion of the

und animal substances i in
I 1L ieon
Riess (art.

of ngp;::l.a
this way wnulg of ﬂmmsel::u e;uﬂ
& beginming has been made
'A_'bnrgin.ulﬁ’ in Pauly-Wisso 'y i. cols. 51-83).
The few typical instances given below will suffice
to show the Romnne likewise shared in the
itions ing them. g
ith reference to plants nsed as amulets, it
spams unlikely that there was any importation
in enses where the magioal influence is associated
with their nameés—a phenomenon by no means
infrequent (Apuleins, Apolegia, nd where
this association holds good only in Latin. Pliny
Eﬁ}ﬂ graau.i. mllaiinff,' .m-a'_fl Phitol St
it a tin A . "
xix. 478, no. 49) informs us t.h::ul.ha mm
rezeda wing at Arimin ill ex Kinds
of inflummation if invoked with the formula
"Nesedn morbos reseda,’ where the name of the
plant is also the imperstive of resedare.  Many
of the examples given by writers do RBe Bustica,
sgain, have a genuinely Ttalian Savour; e.g. an
oak 1 (* robusta materis,” Varro, L 38 3;
Columella, ii. 15. @) hidden in a dgmg-hu;p is o
protection against serpents, Breaking one's fast
upon cabbage is recommended by ﬂmhﬁris Agri
Cult. 156) as a cure for intoxieation, while Varro
advises that at the beginning of autumn the figure
of & grape-cluster should be placed in the vineyard
as o defence against bad weather (Pliny, HN
xviii, 204). In & comedy of Titinius one of the
charseters declares that strings of garlie ward off
witches—n saying that points to a popular super-
stition of ancient Italy (Seaen, Kom, poes. Frogm.,
ed. 0, Ribbeck [1897-5], il. 188), Tha torches nsad
jngre processions at Home had to be of

in murriag o
hawthorn | Festus, p. 245 ; E, Sumter, Famiienfeste
der Griechen w, Romer [1001), p. 18), while Owvid

(Fasti, vi. 129} refers to the same shrub as a
prophylnetic. Likewiss, the custom of touching
the t old and door-post with a sprig of the
strawberry plant {arfufus) 85 & means of driving
away witches (Ovid, Fasti, vi. 155) is mgnrdad by
W. Mannhardt (Boumbultus, Berlin, 1875, p. 200)

as indigenous to Rome.
Ei.:n.iﬂﬁj with regard to onimals, popular ety-
mologies sometimes ennble us to recognize certain
ractices as of native Roman origin ; thus, it was
Eajimrad that the ashes (earbo) of thros erabs that
had been burned alive would counteract sarbwen-
culus, n disease of plants (Pliny, AN xviii, 293 ;
Riess, op. cit, col. Td). Other instances ponmected
with animals are given by prose authors as ob-
served snmong the practices of their a Pliny
tolls us that mmouts of wolves were fixed u
the door ng o means of guarding against [t
HN xxviil. 167) ul. ~ us litl-liﬁ; dﬂ; Aptxltlleciun,
lamorphoseon, ii ) B4 it owls with out-
stroteh wi.uguwaran&i]{:ltothnhmun
protection from hail ; and, apsin (i. 85, ad fin.),
that the skull of n mare or she-ass was pl in
gardens to ensure fertility.  Varro (de fe Bust, i

%, 6) adopts from Saserna the ton that dogs
may be made feithful if they iven a boiled
frog to eat. In order to avoid g struck by
lightning, the

Em r Angostus always earr

the skin of a seal {éuet-uni'ng, Augrtua, E'UJ-

Magical virtues were in like manner nscribed to
eortain parts of the human body. Wehave already
spoken of the fascinum ; & similar pu Wi
served by s representation of the fam:]a vulva,
effected either by means of nnimt.m (Ovid, Fasti,
v. 433}, or a drawing (Jahn, op, eif, p. T0£.).
An invalid t "i"ospuﬁ.n tonched with his foot
was restored to bealth (Tacitus, His. iv. 81}
The hand, too, had i»nf.u]iar efficaey ; it conld ward
off evil from what it grasped (Persius, i, 35), bat
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4684
could also canse denth (Bicheler, Carm. Ial, apigr.
987 ; 0. Weinreioh, * Antike Heilungs-
Rel.- Fere. wund Forard, vol.
ven the nail-parings of one who
nsed 88 o menns of mngi.ul!ﬁ_
disease to another (Pliny, I
properties were attributed
to the varions seeretions of the human body. The
spittle wns regarded as a preventive; s Homan
spat n his breast when praising himself, in
orier ﬁmwm't the jenlousy of the gods; and,
in the o on of magical healing,
t to ward hostila influences 13 the
sume action (Pliny, HN xxviil. 86; ef. Varro,
de Ee Ruﬂ.?ﬁﬂ;.ﬂn Alt, * Dis Apologie des
Apuleius,’ in Rel.-gesch. Vers, und Vorarh,, vol. iv,
pt. ii. p. 261,
Stones and mefals were likewise nsed as amnlats,
h bat seldom in thelr natural state. In most
cases the selected stone was subjected to specinl
preparntion ; it wea inseribed with soma eanll
potent Ggare, or with o form of words, and in this
way efficney was given to the stons, and darability
to the s Beliaf in the virtne of tienlar
stones was & relatively late growth in Rome, and
was probably of foreign origin, The oldest sur-
viving ‘stone-books’ are Greek, e.g. the Lithika

aseribed to Orphens (Abel, Grphice [1885) 10041},
und the sources uuaci Pliny in this connexion
are likewise non-Boman (ef. ¢ Dami ' in
FPauly-Wissowa). Stones thus and in-
soribed give ns the so-ealled *Abraxns gomsa’ (of.
“Abrasax’ in Pauly-Wissown; A. Fu lar,
Dhie entiken Gemmen, 1900, plate xlviii.), whicl
wers worn in all kinda of jewsllery, and especially
rings. The practice of ma boys wear an nmber
bead as an amulet was olso t from abroad
{Pliny, AN cxxvii 5],

With regard to mefals, again, we have ssan that
bronzs waa mﬁmu«l to hiave the power of driving
away evil ta, The Ifalinn mussums sontain
mumerons ohbjects exemplilying the prastice of
using bronge for prophylactic {.m.rpuus (cf. eg.

0, 11, *pesce

Bellucei, Amuleti, p. 11, nos,
bronzo’ ; p. 12, no. 14, * [allo in bLronzo!; no. 15,
'rul;;llﬂu lu-u.:.snuli'—-rlfldl fLmTh:hu Iron Age). The
nsa var T sime purposes has
alread hﬂnl‘&f&:‘bﬂ to. Thuerr:‘etntawm
miémh Italy at a relatively early period, and
the nn e itions assoginted with them
may therefors fuirly ancient, A thin plate
of either sbstance was made an amulet b
having engraved upon it a prophylactic text {hal:‘:
Siebourg, ' Ein gnostischos Goldamulet ans Gellap,”
Bonner Jahrb, citi. [1895] 13411). Iron also oon)
ward off evil spirits IFHE;J' Aen, vi. 260; ef, E
Norden's ed. [1903], p. 201). An fron nail wis
driven into the ground at the place where an
a?u.le tio had fnllen, the iden being that the demon
o J?EIepgy was thereby riveted to the spot (Plin
AN xxvill. 83). An iron nail also served to
efficacy to the inseribed upon leaden
talilots (see mbove); to pisrce with a nail the
tablet mbului::ﬁ the name of one's adversary wos
to impale the adversary in person. Nails used in
this way, however, wers somotimes formed of other
metals ; o well-known example is the bronze nail
which, with its mgﬂim, warded off the wild
dogs of Dnngnﬁ ‘ﬁ] i {Archdiol. Jahkrd., Erghn.
1 ¥i.

y wtone and mu.rﬁgnzu used a5 talismans
were in moat enses representotions of the deities
Lhit men from ealamity. Suolls earried

in wll his battles & golden minintore of Apollo | i

which had been ht from Del Flutarch,
Bl aniny . A et

omenon is the
respect sulsequently aceorded to the
beequently . of

Alexander the ipt. Hist. Jff?m

Tyr." xiv. 4), which was worn in rings and all
sorts of ornaments. Magio virtues were aseribed
also to the charncteristio symbols of the - F]
thus, on o prophylactic elay elab found in Nagles
(Jrhn, ﬁh‘ﬂ' nte M &n&l. B ik,
R er objects, the keryleion o 4
Mmt of Neptuna, the club of Harum
bolt of Juppiter, the lyre of Apollo, the bow of
Artemis, and the tonga of Vulenn. Pietares of
ne and horrible appearsnce were also used

HIJL: I}ﬂmth , BA Wers t.]‘fmk{.‘-a gl hy&‘tina

reaks, for the p of keeping impendi

evils at bay (Bonner ?mndm it [19@]&575

A stone with the tonruee thrust oat was fonnd
beside & tower in & Roman fort in H {Chsters.
Juhreshafte, vii, 1903, Beiblatt, p. 116, fig. 36

[eommunicated by L. Denbner]).

The method ndopted for appropristing the
magical qualities of the varions substances was
not always the same. Vegetable materials were
often taken inwardly na food ; thus, the stingin
nettle, nsed as cibus religionus (Pliny, BN xxi, HE‘E

ve i Whole year's immunity from disease. Or
t;ﬁﬁ?ﬂmuh&ﬁmmmaﬁh{“ beneficont

ing into the object for which
qpmtneﬁag was songht, Henes t-ha]hcrida rubbed
the door-posts with wolls fat (Pliny, AN xxviii,
142). In some cases it was enol merely to
tonch the object, as with the ardufus (see above),
but the usunl course was to bring the protective
material into permanent connexion with the thing
to be protected, so that the virtus of the former
ht How continuously into the lstter. Thia
end was best secured by binding the prophyluetic
to the ohject, nod accordingly the nmulet was in
Inter times culled allipoiwra (Filastr. Div. Her.
21, 8).  The simplest method was to carry it by a
string round the neck, as was the case with tha
buelfe.  In local ailments the specific was il
to the aifected part (Cato, de Agri Cull, cap. 160 :
* il lnxum nat ad fractoram allige'), When once
the remedinl sabstance had done its work, it
was probably dedicated to the pods; the bulia,
a8 wa have seen, wna given to the Lares, while
the ‘remedia quae corporibme segrorum sdnexn
fuerant’ were taken to the temple of Fuobris
{(Velerins Maximus, ii. 5, 6}, But most smuleta
waore worn throughoat life, and were not removed
even at death, as is shown by numervous *finds" in
tomba.

Moreover, not only human beings, but animala
as well, were saf ol or healed by means of
thesa pendante.  The dg worn by horses
closaly resemble the crepundic of children (ef:
Rich, flustr. Worterbueh d. vém. Altertiimer,
1802, s.v. * Phalerae’). Cattle were similarly pro-
vided with clay figurea within which & livin
shrew-monse had Deen immured (Colomalla, i,
17} As already indicated, even inanimate things,
such ns ouses, gardens, tombs, and eity-
walls, were protected by amulete  Amulsta for
the hounse, in partieular, have been found in great
profusion ; pavements ﬂthﬂljignm—f;f of magio-
uﬁlgurm%umm-h—dmgn to arrest the aye (P,
owski, ' Malocchio,” Erance Findobonensis,
the “Gresk ' seotion of this art.), or
. epigr., no. 34

i').  Buch

ponent theresf.
ief in charms and amulets did not expire in
Rome with the ancient period. It remained nctive

(ef. the art.



CHARMS AND AMULETS

¢ Amulette 'in Schiela, Rel. in Gesch, w, Gegenwoart,
i [1908] 454 1T, nd in DACL; A [I!IH] 7‘34!.
it was vigorous in 'tlu M;dd.la 5_

hordt, e Culfur de tﬂhm,il.
IB‘TB] 278 i), and lu:rim Lu-d.ug.r wit.h sonreel

ed foroa (Belluccl, Amuleti i Gius, Pi

Billiot. dells tradiz. . siziliane, lillﬂl“mb, 1875,
vola. xvii., xix, ; Th. mlﬂ Das Heidentum in dor
rom, Kirche, 1891, iv. * Amulstte,’ p, 475, * Zauber,’

p. 408).
Tk ~The more important works been cited
ilml_lnﬂndlrh Greek’ mﬂnnﬂ:hjnmm
E. Witysou.
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