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THE

ISLANDM AG:
WITCHES.

*

A NARRHATIVE
Of the Sufferings of a Young Girl called
MARY DUNBAR,

Who was strangely molested by Spirits
and Witches, at Mr. James
Haitridge's house,

ISLANDMAGEE, NEAR CARRICKFERGUS,

In the County of Antrim and Province
of Ulster in Ireland, and in some
other places to which she was re=-
moved during the time of her dis-
order, as also of the aforesaid Mr,
Hattridge's house being Haunted with
Spirits in the latter end of 1710 and
the beginning of 1711,
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THE

ISLANDMAGEE
. . WITCHES.

Ix the beginning of Sept., 1710, Mrs Ann Hat-
tridge, widow of the late Rev. John Hattridge,
Presbyterian minister in Islandmapgee, being
sitting at her son’s (Mr Jas. Hattridge's) kitchen
fire, there were a great many small stones thrown
at her, but did ber no harm, though they hit her
on the back and shoulders, In a short time
aftcr, she was frequently troubled in ler bed by
somsthing which invigibly threw a great many
Etones. turf, &e., at the bed, which would make
the curtaing open a lntle with the force of the
blow, and would sometimes draw the curtains
from one end of the bed to the other, and at other
times she would find, as she thought, some body
Boing over her from one gide of the bed to the
other, the doors and windows at the same time
being close shut, and after the sirictest search
nothing could be found which might in the least
oceasion any disturbance, A night or two after,
the pillows were pulled from under her head, and
the covering and blankets pulled off the bed
where she lay - upon which she took » little girl,
who was in the house, and made her lie beside
her in the room, yet notwithstanding, the clothes
were often pulled off her in the night time, She
then nppteﬁm:ded that it might be a eat which
pulled off the clothes, and desired the girl to light
& candle und search the room, which she did, but
nothing was found. However, during the time
the candle was lighted, there was no disbturance,
but a8 soon as put out it was as great as before,
upon which she left the room and went to another,
where her son and daughter lay; being afraid to
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stay in her own any longer. Some days affer
there was a cat found in the house, which they
killed, as they suppoeed, and threw her out of the
house ; and going a little after to look for her,
could never find her dead or alive. There was
little remarkable for several days after, unless it
were that ber eane would be taken away, and be
migsing several days together; until about the 11th
of Dea., 1710, when the aforesaid Mrs Hattridge
was gitting at the kitchen fire, in the evening, be-
fore daylight going, a little boy (as she and the
servants supposed), came in and sat down beside
her, having an old black bonnet on his head, with
ghort black hair, a half-worn blanket about him,
trailing on the ground behind him, and a torn
black vest under it. He seemed to be about ten
or twelve years old, but he still covered his face,
holding his arm with a piece of the blanket before
it. She desired to see his face, but he took no
notice of her. Then she asked him several
questions, viz., if he was cold, or hungry ? if he
would have any meat ? where he eame from, and
where he was going ? to which he made no answer,
but getting up danced very nimbly, leaping higher
than usunal, and then ran out of the house, a8
far as the end of the garden, and sometimes into
the cow house, the servants running after him fo
gee where he would go, but soon lost sight of him;
but when they returned, he would be close after
them in the house, which he did above a dozen
of times : at last the little girl seeing her master’s
dog coming in, said, " now my master iz coming,
he will take & course with this troublesome
ereature,” upon which he immediately went away,
and troubled them no more till the month of Feb,,
1711, Upon Sunday, the 11th, old Mrs Hattridge
(there being no sermon _that day in the meeting-
house), was reading Mr Wedderburn’s sermons of
the covenant, and having laid it by for a little
while, there being nobody in the room with her at
the time, it was suddenly taken away, upon which
she searched the room diligently, but to no pur-
pose. On the 12th Feb., the apparition formerly
mentioned, came to the house, and after having
broke a quarry of glass in the kitchen window,
on the side of the house next the garden, he
throst in his arm, with the book in hiz hand
open, and entered into a conference with the girl
of the house, called Margaret Spear, the particu-
lars of which are as followe. S

.&mia.ﬁtinu-—“ Do you want & book?

Girl—** No.” . :

Apparition—** How came you to lie? for this
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is the book which the old gentlewoman wantied
yesterday.'’

Girl—** How came you by it ?

Apparition—* I went down quietly to the par-
lour when you were all in the kitchen, and found

it Iying upon a ghelf with a Bible and pair of
spectacles.”’

Girl—* How ecame it that yon did not take
the Bible too ?

Apparifion—** It was foo heavy to carry.”

Girl—** 'Will you give it back ? for my mistress
can’t want it any longer.”

Apparition—** No, she shall never get it again.”

Girl—* Can you read it ? "

Apparition—** Yes."

Girl—** Who taoght yon ? "

Apparition—** The devil taught me.”

Girl—* The Lord bless me from thee! thou
hast got ill lear (‘i.e. learning).”

Apparition—** Aye, bless yourself twenty times,
but that shall not save you.”

Girl—** What will you do to us (Mr Hattridge's
son, about eight years of age, was with her at the
time), uwpon which it pulled oot a sword, and
I-h:qnt. it 1n at the window, and said it would kill
all in the house with that sword; at which the
child gaid, ** Meg, let us go into the room and bar
the door, for fear it should kill us, which they did.
Then it jeered at them, saying, ** now you think
you're safe enough, but I'll get in yet.”

Girl—** What way? for we have the atreet
door shut.”

. Apparition—*1 can come in by the least hole
in the house, like a cat or a mouse, for the devil
can make me anything I please,”

Girl—* God bless me from thee! for thou art
no earthly creature if you can do that, upon
which it took up a stone of considerable bigness
and threw it in at the parlonr window, which
upon trial eould not be put out at the same place,
and then went away for a little time.”

A little after, the girl and one of the children
came out of the parlour to the kitchen, and look-
Ing out saw the apparition catehing a turkey-
cock, which he threw over his shoulder, holding
him by the tail, and the cock making a great
eplutter with his feet, the book before-mentioned
was, as they thought, spurred out of the loop of
the blunket he had about him ; but he taking no
notice, ran along the side of the house, and
leaped with the cock on his back over a wall at
the west end of the garden, leaping a great deal
higher than the wall. The girl thinking thig a



good opportunity to get the hook, told Mrs Hat-
ridge, npon which she with the girl and a little
boy went to the garden, and got the book,
withont any harm done to it ; at the same time
they looked about the garden, and fields adjoining,
but could see nobody. There was mno other
person about the honse at that time, only litttle
children. A little alter, the girl went to the
window in the purloor, and lecking out of the
casement saw the apparition again with the
torkey-coek lying on its back before him, he
endeavouring to get his sword drawn to kill it,
asshe apprehended, but the cock got away. It then
looked for the book in the loop of the blanket,
and missing, it, as she apprehended, threw away
the blanket, and ran nimbly up and down upon
the search for it. A little after, it came back
with a elub, and broke the glass in the side
window of the parlour, and then went to the end
window through which the girl was looking, and
pulled off the casement glass, not leaving one
whole quarry in it, and left it lying on the sounth
side of the garden, A little after, the girl ven-
tured to look out of the broken window and saw
it as it was digeing near the end of the house
with the sword. She asked what it was doing?
He anawered, making a grave.

Girl—* I'or whom 2" _

Apparition—** For a eorpse which will come
out of this house very soon.”’

Girl—* Who will it be 2"

Apparition—* I won't tell you that yet. Is
your master at home ? ™

Girl—'* Yegs." !

Apparition—* How can you lie? he is abroad,
and is dead fourteen days ago.” ,

Girl—*: Of what sickness did he die 2"

Apparition—* [ won’t tell you that.™

After this it went over the hedge, as it had
been & bird fiying. Bome persons of the neigh-
bourhood eame in immediately after, l@nd being
told, made a diligent search, but nothing eould
be seen, Thus it continuned, from eight in the
morning till three in the afterncon, throwing o
creat many stones, turf, &e., in at the wu}duws.
to the great terror of those who were in the
house, who all this while durst not go out to
acqoaint their neighbonrs, there being none in
he honse but old Mrs Hattridge, the girl, and
the children. : \

Tuesday and Wednesday following nothing re-
markable happened, On Thursday morning the
bedeolothes were taken and laid in a heap at the
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back of Mrs Hattridge’s bed, and on being put on
the bed again by some of the family, they were
immediately taken off and folded up, with & box
belonging to Mrs Hattridge in the middle of
them, and put nnder a large table which was in
the room. They laid them in order upon the
bed again, and they were taken off a third time,
and made up in the shape of a corpse, as near as
such a thing could be, laying the covering under-
most, with the blankets and bolster above them,
with the sheets spread over all; and this it did
as often as the was made up for eight days,
which was as long as the old gentlewoman lived.
Upon the noise this made many in the neigh-
bourhood resorted to the house and took
particular notice, lest there might be a trick in it.
They were obliged to own that it was done by
some invisible agent. Mr Binclair, the Presby-
terian minister of the place, with John Main and
Reynold Leaths, two of his elders, staid all day
in the house, and, seeing the great disorder of the
family, resolved to stay that night, having with
them some other pious Christians and neighbours
who spent the night in prayer and other religious
duties, Old Mre Hattridge was desired to go to
bed in the room which was haunted, which she
did, but got little or no rest. About twelve o'clock
she cried out suddenly, and made a very great
moan. Mr Sinclair asked her what made her 8o
uneasy ? She told him something was stuck into
her back like a knife, tke pain of which she was not
able to bear. In the morning she left that room
and went to another, being afraid to stay in it any
longer. Bhe lived till that day sen'-night, the
violent pain never leaving that part of her back
where it first seized her, and upon the 22nd inst.,
about twelve o'clock, she departed this life for a
better, meekly, and in & most heavenly frame.
Duoring the time of her illness, the clothes were
often every day taken off the bed where Mr
Hattridge used to lie, and wmade up in the
resemblance of a corpse. Although they
sometimes put a table and chairs upon the bed to
keep them on, yet they would all be taken off
guddenly without any noise, and made up as
before-mentioned? but were never moved whilst
anybody was in the room. The evening before
ghe died they were taken off the bed where she
used to lie, and folded with a zreat deal of nicety,
and laid in a chest above stairs, where they were
found after a great deal of search.

Upon this part of the relation the following

FATFIRT 2 THRYw ll'::m ada Tat Theat ihse arnarmiion



at first was thooght to be a boy, wanting
eomething to eat, but his sudden disappearance
minmdda. the spectators, and changed their

2nd—That the girl who discoursed so long
with it when it appeared the second time was
during the whole time in a terror.

3rd—That old Mrs Hatiridge heard the girl and
it discourse, yet counld not see it, though the girl
pointed to the place where it was.

4th—That though the apparition told truth as
to Mr Hattridge being abroad, yet it lied im
saying he was dead, for his wile got a letter from
him, and in less than a month after, he returned
gale from Dublin.

Gth—That the digging of the grave and making
the bed clothes in the shape of a corpse was
looked % as a presage of death. .

6th—That notwithstanding the disturbance in
the old gentlewoman's room, yet she never
neglected her hours of devotion im it, and being
desired to retire to another, she would say it was
not good to give place o the devil ; and when she
was afraid to lie in it, she went as long as she
wag able and prayed in it without any dis-
turbanece, continuing in it an hour or more at a
Tth—That in the time of her sickness she
would often enquire for her grandchildren and
others in the family, and when she heard they
were well, would say it was a great mercy those
devils got no power over them. She would often
raise herself in the bed and look earnestly to the
foot and back of it and sigh, and then lie down
again, which, with what followed after her death,
gave some ground to suspect she had seen some
apparitions or witches, though she did noft
discover it for fear of affrighting the family. I
cannot here, in justice, omit to tell the serious
Christian that pious and virtuous inclinations
early discovered themselves in this gentlewoman ;
and during her marriage and widowhood ghe
behaved herself Ul;ﬁl}tianlj, ﬂﬂnﬂr-fn 1’;2
exemplary, so that , a8 much as any
lllﬁulzxﬁijéﬂanud the name of a mother of Ierael,
by engaging, both by advice and example, thoge

conversed with to fear and serve God. She
was & constant attender upon public ordinances,
a frequent and devont communicant, charitable,
and tender in her walk and conversation.

After the death and burial of Mrs Hatiridg®
there was no disturbance for the space of som®

ay8, viz., till the 27th February, when a siglet
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of young Mr Hattridge’'s and one, Miss Mary
Dunbar, her cousin-german, came to bear her
company in her affliction, after the death of her
mother-in-law till her husband would come
home, who was at that time in Dublin. That
night before they went to bed a mew mant and
gome head clothes were taken out of a frunk
and geattered through the house, their head
dresses thrown out of doors, and the sleeves of the
said mant, which they were making, were
suddenly snatched from them, and found out of
doors besmeared with dirt. At the time they
were searching for the gaid mant, they found
lying on the parlour floor an apron that was
lying in a close locked room two days before. Tt
was rolled close together and tied hard with the
string of the same with five strange kind of
knots upon them, They being surprised at it
(knowing that a little before there was mo such
thing to be seen in the parlour. nor could have
been laid there by anything vigible, the doors
and windows being close shut); none would
venfure to loose the knots till the aforesaid Miss
Mary Dunbar offered to do it, and, having loosed
them, found a flannel eap which belonged to old
Mrs Hattridge, wrapped up in the middle of it.
The cap had been taken away before, and four
days after brought again, and the last time had
been ten days away. When she saw the eap she
was frightened, and threw it, with the apron,
to Mre Hattridge. It was thought by some there
was & charm in the knots designed for some in
the family, by reason of what followed afterwards.
The next day, being the 28th February, about
eight in the morning, the clothes were taken off
the bed as formerly, and about nine, after they
were agein put in order, Miss Mary Dunbar,
as ehe was going upstaira with one along with
her to see if anything in the room was put out of
order, being within three steps of the top of ihe
stairs, was suddenly seized with a pain in the
thigh, which made her fall down and ory out
very violently. Upon her being brooght down
etairs she soon after recovered for about seven or
eight minutes, and was then seized with a like
pain as before, but did not continue in the same
place, being sometimes in her head, sometimes in
her back and breast, &¢. She continued taking
these paina every seven or eight minntes, and
sometimes in a legs time by hali, till about three
o'cloek in the alternoon, about which time she
fell into a fit quite different from the former.
After she had struggled very much, shouting
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violently at the time, she calmed, and lay as if
she had been in a swoon, in which she was heard
to say these words—* Bo and so0." After she
recovered, being asked what she said and to
whom she was king, she said there was a
woman with a dirty biggy (which is the head
clothes which the farmer’s wives wear in Seot-
land} and a dirty face, came to the bedside, who
said—" How do you do, Mary Dunbar?” She
would be by no meana pamm:.c{nﬂ but that thoze
who were with her in the room saw the said
woman a8 well as she had, after which she fall
into several fits of a like kind, and told them
she saw the aforesaid woman in three several fits.
She was often heard entreating God fo preserve
her, and saying—** Fie, fie upon you for a wicked
woman. I trust in God you shall never get
advantage against me. Your master afllioted
Job, but God preserved him. I believe that God
who preserved him, and the children of Israel in
the Red Sea, is able to deliver me from thee. I
trust in Christ you will get your reward,” &e,
Thoge that were present when she recovered
asked her again who she was aﬁﬂaking to ; she
answered ** the woman with the dirty biggy and
several others with her were in the bed and
threatened to kill her.” Being asked if she knew
any of them sghe said she had never seen any of
them in all her life except what she gaw in her
fits, but said she heard them naming one
another, one of them they cslled Janet Mean,
and another Janet Carson; but, after her
recovering out of the next fit, she said she would
tell no more what they said or did, for they had
threatened to take away her life if she would
make any more discoveries. Afterwards her fits
were more violent and frequent than before, and
she was often heard speaking to those who
tormented her, though invisible to bystsnders.
She would often, at the same time, be putting up
petitions to Grod for her safety, -

The 1st day of March, about four in the
morning, after ber recovery out of three different
fits, she named Janet Carson to be ome of her
tormentors. A daughler of hers being present,
wag very much concerned to hear her mother
named, upon which she went to the Rev.. Mr
Robert Sinclair, and told him she knew not what
to do, for Mary Donbar had named her mother
for a witeh. He advised her to go and tell her
mother, and he himself would go and ¢ ‘i)e:ak to
her, which he did, and desired the said Janet
\’arsou to step down to the house, it being but a
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little distance, and, as a neighbour, vizsit Mary
Danbar, and make trial whether ehe wounld know
her or not. BShe excused herself by saying she
was weak, and not able; but being earnestly
desired, was prevailed upon, and went according-
ly. Upon this he went down to the honse where
Miss Mary Dunbar was ; and whilst he was talk-
ing to her, she told him tbhere was a great terror
came npon her, and a great heat. At this time
Janet Carson wss coming to the house, and
before she saw her, or knew of her coming, she
was in this terror, and began to stare and look
about her after an unusual manner, and when-
ever she came to the room door where she lay
she called ount, ** There's Janet Carson!' and
during her stay in the room was in the greatest
agony imaginable, three strong men being
scarcely able to hold her in the bed. She said
that Janet Carson could hardly be prevailed
upon to pray for her, saying she had done her no
wrong, but was at last prevailed opon to pray to
God for her recovery, It is to be remarked that
Mary Dunbar never saw the said Carson before,
having been an absolute stranger in this part of
the country, never having been within fifteen
miles of the place before; yet before the said
Lu.rsl:!n was seen by bher, except in her fits, she
described her to be a low set woman, well
fuvoured ; which deseription cxactly agrees to
her person. That night there being a fire put on
in the parlour, and all the company being
accidentally out of the room, the clothes were
taken off the bed, and thrust into the grate, and
8 great part of them burned before any notice
was taken of their being in the fire. A little
afler, a servant going up stairs, a stone of a
pound and a half weight was thrown at her with
great force: the fall of it occasioned a great
noise, which was heard by the company below.
The girl t]1"1"{"5-".'111, 1t was thrown from a corner of
the room, which was immediately searched very
narrowly, as they did also below stairs, yet
nnt.hrmg could be seen that might have occasioned
it. The same night a great many stones and
“].d. were thrown into the kitchen, whilst &
minister was praying in the room where the girl
was  Upon the same day she gave the following
deceription of the person that first appeared to
her, and still continued to be one of her greatest
tcrmentors, viz., she had a dirty bigey upon her
head, her face swarthy, a large rolling eye, very
thick lips, and lame of a foot, preity thick, and
of a low stature ; and that there was a young
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woman with her, who was much handsomer,
about the same stature, and also lame of a leg:
that these were often in bed with her, and when
she was in her greatest pain would lie laughing at
her, and diverting themselves at her expense.
Some in the neighhourhood being present, thought
it proper to send for one Janet Liston, who was
married to William Sellor, and her daughter
Elizabeth Sellor, who were of the same stature,
and had all the marks given in the above
description, which was aceordingly done the same
day. Janet Liston absolutely refused, saying if
the devil bad taken the health from that lass, the
devil give her health again, and the devil be with
them altogether! with several other horrible
expressions of like nature. (The said Liston had
been for a great many years under the repute of
witéh, and her daughter for some time.) The
next day being the second of March, Mr William
Fenton, her landlord, was desired to use his
interest with her to bring her to see the girl, with
her daughter, which he and s few others did with
some difficulty. The neighbourhood hearing of
it, a great many persons of both sexes resorted to
Mr Hattridge's, at which time the Rev. Mr
David Robb, the ordinary (or curate) of the
place, and the Rev. Mr Robert Sinclair, aforesaid,
were present, who ordered that the women
should be bronght in one by one into the room
where Mary Dunbar was, which was done
accordingly ; and above thirty went in one after
another, but the girl was not the least moved all
the time, declaring she saw none there who were
her tormentors. Last of all Janet Liston came,
and as soon as she came to the door, she called
out aloud, that was she | and during the time she
continued in the room, remained in a fit as
formerly, in very great pain, in which she ecounld
searce be held by three men in the bed, to the
great surprice of the company, some of whom
trembled and others eried ount with fear to see
the miserable condition in which the girl was;
at the same time Janet Liston prayed to God to
gend her her health. All being removed, the
ministers took Janet Liston, and her dsughter
Elizabeth Bellor, to the parlour, and examined
them upon the articles of the Christian religion,
and desired them to repeat the ereed and the
Lord’s prayer, which they could not do distinetly,
nor give any catisfactory answers to the
questions put to them. After that E. Sellor was
taken into the room, when the girl fell into a
like fit, and accused her also, and after she was
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removed was easy. Then they persuaded the
girl to turn her face to the wall, without letting
her know any design they had, and placed three
men before the bed, that she might not discover
any body’s ecoming into the room ; notwithstand-
ing which, Eliza Sellor being brought in again to
the room, she fell into as violent a fit as before,
and was immediately eased upen BSellor's being
removed. A little after both mother and
daughter were conveyed into the room a third
time, and made to touch the girl, and upon their
entrance wag as before, but was immediately
eased upon their removal. The ministers put
several questions to them, but got no satisfactory
answers. Amongst others they asked Sellor
what she apprehended to be the reason of the
girl’s being geized after so extraordinary a
manner upon their going into the room, more
than when any other went in. Sellor made
angwer, ‘* Perhaps God was at that time punish-
ing the girl for the sins more than at another
time; " and her mother answered to the same
purpose. At night her fits changed to fainting
fits, in which she lay a considerable time without
any motion. Bhe gave an account before she
took those fits, that she found a heavy sulphur-
ous smell, which was also discernible to those
present, insomuch as a woman in the neighbour-
hood who came to see her swooned with the
same, The girl gave an acconunt that whilst she
was in these fits she found her body as it were all
E:'mke& with pins, and a burning heat at her

east, as if she were a-roasting. She always
called for water when she recovered, and drank
eagerly all she got, but upon her essaying to eat
or drink anything else, her throat would be
contracted, and her teeth set, and appeared in
danger of being choked, and through the
violence of the pain she struggled with her hands
and feet, as if she had been in the pangs of one
strangling, and was not able to make the least
noise. It is remarkable that upon her being
taken ont or into the room where she lay, that
exactly upon the door threshold she fell down in
t.}m posture of one that had been dead for some
time ; all the parte of her body being frigid and
stiff, and of three times greater weight than at
other times when not in a fit.

Upon the 8rd of March it was thought
convenient to take her up stairs to another room,
where there was less disturbance, and wnen she
was within three steps of the top, being the
same place where she was first seized, she fell
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down ag dead, and was carried by three strong
men, who with difficulty were able to support her
to the bed where they designed to lin her,
because of the great weight she was wi!an in
those fita ; at other times any of them could carry
her a8 a child, she being but then a slender girl
of fifteen or sixteen years of age. When she was
above, she took the fits oftener than when below,
80 it was resolved to carry her down again ; and
when ghe was on the same step where first seized,
she fell down as before. Thers was little
remarkable that night, e t her taking two
draughts of beer, which was the first sustenance
she took (except water) from the time she was
first seized (which was on the 28th February),
and slept about four or five hours after it.

March the 4th, being Bunday, she often having
named one Catherinsg to be one of her tormentors,
saying she was a large dark coloured woman ;
most part of the women of that name in Island
Magee, came to the girl, but she was not in the least
disturbed till one Catherine M‘'Calmond came
after all, BShe was an igonorant irreligious
woman, of an ill far.e, and had been desired to
come several times by her neighbours, but was
unwilling to eome till that time. Upon her
poing into the room, she fell into as extraordinary
a fit as any before, James Blythe, James M*‘Alex-
ander, Mrs Wilson, and Janet Martin being
present ; and upon her recovery she scharged her
with being one of her tormentora ];t wWas
remarked that when M‘Calmond was in the
room, the girl grasped at her with great eager-
ness, but it was obeerved that she was pulled
back as it were by some external power, though
invigible ; wherenpon she desired they might put
the wicked woman away; but M‘Calmond
actually refused to go, unless the rest of the
women went also. It was observed, that a
quarter of an hour before M‘Calmond went to the
house, Mr Robert Sinclair, going to the house, by
the way heard a great sound ae it were in the
air, going towards the house, upon which he
stopped, and heard the noise continue as it were
like a horse, but more dull and qlflaﬂﬁhﬂlf-
Wm. Brown at the same time going to the
house, heard the same noise. The girl hﬂ-ﬂ.maﬂj’
fainting fits, coming on suddenly and going &s
suddenly off, till seven at night, and when she
was in those fits she would be often reasoning
with her tormentors, and desiring them to let her
alone, and praying that God would deliver her
from them. It will not be amiss to take notice
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here of these remarkable things.

1st. That whilst she was in her fits, she
neither heard nor saw any person that was in the
chamber with her, but directed her discourse as it
were to some others who were only seen by
herseli.

2. That whilst Mr Sinclair was praying in the
morniog, Janet M*‘Alexander saw a cloth, like the
lower end of a petticoat, turning round in the
middle of the floor, about a foot high from the
groond, which frightened her very much, seging
nothing that could cause it, About three in the
afternoon, Mr William Fenton, Mr Hatley,
Hobert Holmes, and James Blythe, went fto
Catherine M‘Calmond’s, to search for charms or
pictures, and two of them went to the walls of an
old house which was near it, to search there.
Mr Siuclair was at the time standing at his own
house, which wag within view, and saw distinctly
all that passed. While he was looking, one of
them went back to M*Calmond’s house, and the
other staid to make further search, and he
apprehended he saw a woman go hackwards to
the house; but to be surer, took out a perspec-
tive glass, and was fully convinced by it that it
was & woman, though upon enquiry, there was
no woman there seen by them. About seven at
night Mr Sinclair being in the house went to
prayers, and upon rising and singing the 142nd
psalm, the girl was seized with a fit, but differing
from those she had before, in thig, that her teeth
were o fast shut that it was with some difficulty
they opened them with a key that was forced in
betwixt them. and her tongue was doubled in her
throat. After singing and explaining the psalm
Mr Sinclair asked her if she saw anything in
her fits ; she told Lim she saw Kitty, and the
lame woman, Janet Liston, and that they came
into the bed upon her ; as also two other women
which they called Janet Main and Latimey. She
no sooner recovered ont of one fit, but she
fell immediately into another, with her teeth
shut and her tougue doubled as before: insomuch
that they were obliged above twenty times during

rayer to force open her mounth and pull down

er tongue, It was remarked, that when her
tongune was brought baek, she sighed, and gave a
sudden start, and immediately ‘recovered. Upon
her being asked what was the reason of it, she
said she thought she found a pain in it like the
pricking of a pin. After prayer was over she
took light fainting fits frequently till twelve
o'clock. She then fell asleep, and slept till break
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of day, and upon waking took a draught of beer,
whieh she eounld not do all the day re.
Monday, March 5th, there being a warrant
given by the Mayor of Carrickfergus to appre-
hend Janet Carzon, Catherine M‘Calmond, Janet
Ligton, and Eliza Sellor, they were accordingly
apprehended about tem in the morning; and
whilst the two first were coming to the house,
Hugh Donaldson, who was at that time lying on
the bed taking care of the girl, ealled out ** Lord
bless me! I feel something stirring under my
shoulder ! ” and pressing down his shoulder to
feel it more distinetly, he found it as it were,
presgsing his shoulder, Mr Sinclair, who was
gitting by at that time, put his hand in befwixt
his shoulderz and the bed, and found a moving,
as did alzo the girl, and desired to be taken out
of the bed, which they did that moment, and
made search by taking out the clothes and
feather bed, amd there was something seen a little
larger than a mouse, which flew along the floor
from the bed to the elothes; and on putting the
clothes upon the bed again, it was seen as before,
fiying into & corner of the room, and disap-
peared. A little after, Janet Csarson and
Catherine M‘Calmond were brought to the house
in custody, aud when they came near the house,
the girl eaid she was much afraid ; and it was dis-
cernible to the bystanders, for she began to tremble
and sweat ; but as soon as they eame in Bf the
door she fell into a violent fit, and desired for
Christ’s sake to take them away, which they did
immediately, and she was immediately easy.
The women were sent to Carrickfergus, and by
the Mayor committed to jail, and five persons
bound over to prosecute, After they went she
was pretty easy till about five at night, when she
had some light fainting fits now and then; but
the burning heat in her breast left her from the
time they were committed. The sulphurous
smell still continued. At the time of her taking
the fits, there went three soldiers that day from
Carrickfergus to see the girl ; she desired they
might dig about the door threshold, for she
doubted there was: a charm about it, that made
her fall dead upon her going over, which they
did, thongh it had been searched before, and
upon their cutting the threshold and digging
about it, and under it, there was found a very
great smell of sulphur. A little after she went
in and out of the door without any trouble.
About six at night Mr Sinelair went to pray; he no
sooner began, but she fell into a violent fit a8 be-
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fore, with her teeth shut, and her tongue drawn
back, which continued during prayer. When it was
over, Mr Sinclair asked her if she saw anything ?
She told him she saw her they ealled Main, and
the one they called Latimer, who eame upon her
in the bed and put their hands to her mouth,
upon which her teeth were closed and her tongue
pulled back ; and gave the following description
of them, viz., Janet Main was a woman of a
middle stature, something ill coloured, with very
little eyes of a brown eolour, short nosed, out
mouthed, marked with the small pox, long
vizaged, with a mark upon her breast; and
Latimer was a tall black woman, very ill
eoloured. They told her at that time she wounld
not go out of the door as she had done before,
and that she should not hear Mr Sinclair’s
prayers, for they gignified nothing: that they
served a better master, and if she wonld do as
they bid her she would soon be well. Shegot up
and endeavoured to go over the door threshold
ghe fell as dead upon it as she used to do before
it was dug. After that there was a strict enquiry
made in several places of the country for the
gaid women, and notice was given that there was
oneg Janet Latimer in the Irish Quarter of
Carrickfergus, a woman that had been long
under an ill fame, who had the marks given in
the above description, Thers was likewise
notice given that there was one Janet Main in
the parish of Broad Island, an ignorant wofman
of & malicions temper, who had all the marks
given in the above deseription,

March 6th, there being a warrant signed by a
Justice of I’gane. to apprehend all suspected per-
Bons, and bring them to be confronted with the
girl, James Blythe and some others went to
Broad Island to apprehend the said Janet Main,
but before they returned, Janet Latimer came to
Mrs Hattridge’s, where the girl was, having been
persuaded to come by her neighbours, rather than
be taken by a constable with a guard. There
were none in the honse at the time that either
knew her or any thing of her comingz. No sooner
had she entered the door but Mary Dunbar
called ont, * There's Latimer!” and fell into a
violent fit. There were a great many present at
that time, among whom were Mr David Robb,
Mr Charles Lennon, Mr Hatley, and Mr Huogh
Wilson. A little while after, James Blythe
hTﬂﬂEhg Janet.-Maip to the house, and her hus-
band with her, without giving the girl any notice
of her being brought, and made several other
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women go in before her whom the girl had never
seen, but she was never moved at any of them
till she appeared ; but then fell into a very ill fit,
in which she was speechless, all the aforesaid
persons being present ; and, upon her being re-
moved, was easy as before, Mr Robb took the
women aside, and examined them as to their
knowledge of the Christian religion, but got no
salisfactory account from them ; he made them
repeat the Lord’s prayer, and belief, which they
did, but eonfusedly ; and then made a handsome
disconrse upon the danger of witcheraft, and the
necesgity of repentance, in order to obtain eternal
life. It was then resolved to take in Janet Main
a gecond time, that her husband might be better
gatisfied. He went in a little before her, and
found the girl very easy; but whenever she
entered, she fell ill as before ; and when she was
removed, declared to her husband that Janet
Main was one of her cruellest tormentors; and
that Latimer had threatened to destroy her if
she wonld discover them as she done the rest.
Ahout four in the afternoon, Main and Latimer
were taken by a constable before the Mayor of
Carrickfergus, and committed to jail, and Mr
Lennon and Mr Huogh Wilson bound to prosesute,
After that time the girl was easy, and slept till
eight in the morning, and had no fit that night.
Next morning, March 7th, she arose, and
about six in the morning ate a little bread and
beer without any trouble, which was the first
time she had power to eat from the 28th
February, which was the day she fell ill, except
the third part of an egg, whieh she tﬂﬂ-kqﬂ-ﬁ
twice, but never complained of hunger during
that time. Abont two hounrs after, while John
Campbell was praying, Mrs Hatley saw soma-
thing fly in betwixt the hanging and the back of
the bed where the girl lay, npon which she got
up and put by the enrtain, and saw something
about the bigness of her two fists, A little aiter
the bed clothes were taken off above stairs, and
made up in the shape of a corpse ; and upon their
being pat right again, Mrs Hatley went and
stood opposite to the door, which was open,
where she had the bed in view, and saw the
elothes come off the bed as one had a hold of
them by the corner, thongh ncbody was in the
room, About ten o'clock, Margaret Spear and
one of the children were looking up stairs, and
saw o boy of eight or nipe years of age as fo
appearance standing upon the same step of the
stairs where the girl was first seized, with o piece
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of an old eovering about him, which was thrown
by as useless. They gave immediate notice, and
search was made, but nobody could be found.
A little after, Mrs Hatley's cloak was rolled
round a bundle of wheat straw, and laid in the
parlour floor. The girl continued well till four in
the afternoon, when sghe fell into fits quite
different from the former, in which she wes as it
were in a ewoon, and wounld be often turned upon
her bed with her face under, towards the bolster ;
all parts of her body as stiff as one some days
dead, with a great weight upon her, insomuch
that it took the whole strength of & man to raize
her head from the bolster, to prevent her being
smothered, which she wounld have been if not
relieved.

March 8th, she fell into several of these fits,
and in the intervals being asked what ghe saw,
she gave an account that she saw one whom they
called mistress, and another that was blind of an
eye, who had a string of black beads about her
neck, that came into the foot of the bed upon her.
There was no disturbance in the house that day,
and the girl slept most of the night.

h?ﬂ.r{:h 9th, in the morning she had several fits
of like natore, being turned as before in the bed.
Wlﬂ_l A grent "l'lfﬂight upon her, go that one was
obliged to lie in the bad with their arm ander her
to prevent her being smothered. It was
remarked that, after Main and TLatimer were put
in jail, they never found the sulphurous smell;
and that in her intervals, she would go in and
out of the room without irouble, and eat
frequently. The girl was pretty well that day,
except that in time of prayer she had a long fit.
Her hands were co fast shut that they eould
scarce be opened, with her tongue doubled in her
throat, and her teeth fast closed. There were
gevernl stones thrown through the house, some
ns if th"?.‘f had been taken out of a lime wall, but
could discover no place from whence they conld
have been taken, In the morning there were
seven knots at equal distances upon one of the
children’s gown laces, as many upon  Mrs
Hattridge's apron strings, and three upon a
. young boy's cravat, all of which were thrown
into the fire, they supposing there was a charm
E‘ thE'I:I].r 3]311“1_’3 three in the afternoon Mr

ampbell’s box, in which he kept some papers,
:E‘E fE}‘{]ﬁP* and the girl’s cloak rolled about it,
G“ Et]. in the parlour floor. At night, after Mr
haﬁ"g h'}:“ }f"'ﬂ prayed, he asked her if she had
e im ; she answered, she was mighty sorry
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ghe did not, for she was in & fit all the time.
That night a great noise was heard in the
kitchen, and above stairs; a pot lid was thrown
into the bed where Mrs Hattridge lay, and they
thonght they Leard glass, as it were, thrown
through the kitchen. She rested well that night.
Next day, March 10th, she was very easy. Mr
Sinclair, Mr Stannus, Mr Robert Donaldson, and
Mr Hugh Donaldson, haviog gone to the house
to bear her and the family eompany, asked her
several questions, particularly what she heard
them saying in her fits; of which she gave the
following account: viz., before any of them were
apprehended, they gaid, they were making & great
deal of firaizing about her, but before it were long
some of them that attended her would be as ill as
ghe wag, Then they dissoaded her from listen-
ing to any religions duty, as prayer, &ec.; that
they served a better master, and if she would do
as they would desire her, she would soon be well.
At another time, they were télling one another
what they had left in bed with their husbands ;
one said she left a besom : another that she had
left a little straw, which she had made a-purpose.
Janet Main asked her they called mistress, if she
drank much wine that night ; she said she would
have drank more if she had been to go home to
Johnny, but she was eome to this house first.
They s=aid they would never leave the house
while there was anybody in it, and they would
make everybody leave it. It was remarked that
ghe never saw any of them since they were
committed to jail. There were some turf thrown
at the children, who were with the maid above
stairg, but they eould not discover from whence
they came. There was little remarkable that
day ; there was a great noise heard above stairs
at night. The girl rested very well all night.
Mareh 11th, being Sunday, she had & desire to
go to sermon, the meeting-house being within
musket shot of the house, She joined in psalms
and in prayer, but in the beginning of sermon fell
into a fit, npon which she was taken out, but
recovering she desired to go in again, which she
did, but soon fell into another, upon which she
was taken home, and had fits very often that day,
such as ehe had when she was firat seized,
making a great struggle at first, and then falling
quiet, as if she was in a swoon ; yet those who
were present heard her ealling out in a low and
searcely audible voice; after she recovered, she
affirmed she saw the woman blind of an eye,
which was sunk in her head, who wad an ill-
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coloured woman, and another she called Mrs
Ann, with & stamped apron upon her, and a
good head-dress, a black and white manteau, a
red face, and reddizsh ecoloured hair. After
sermon there was a woman of the neighbouring
parish brought to her, who was blind of an eye,
which was sunk in her head, but she was not
moved, but declared she had never given her any
disturbance. @ There were several others who
were blind of an eye in the island, which eame to
her, but she said it was none of them which had
disturbed her. About nine at night, there was a
turf thrown into the bed upon Sheela M‘Ges,
with great force, which bruoised her much.
About the same time there was another thrown
at Margaret Spear, which struck her on the
mouth and nose till they bled. There were
many more thrown, but did no harm. About
twelve at night, John Smith heard the door of
the room, where:he lay with Mr Campbell, fly
open, though he shut it when he went to bed ;
and at the same time heard a noise, as of cats,
He arose and shut the door, and as he appre-
her.ded, saw two persons standing betwixt him
and the light of the window, ans he went to bed,
which put him in a great fright, Mrs Stannus,
who was lying with a Mrs Jameson in the
kitehen, much about the same time heard some-
thing strike above one hundred strokes, as she
thought, upon the back of a chair, which frighted
her ; upon which she ealled James Blythe, who
arose and lighted a candle, but could seo nothing.
AL the same time Sheela M*Gee had thrown at
her the bottom of an old lanthorn.

March 12th, about eight in the morning there
were several stones thrown at people both
within and without doors, one of which weighed
above a pound and a half. The girl put some
long hairs out of her mouth the night before,
and twice tbat morning. She had several fits
that morming, and in the intervals gave the
following deseription of those who tormented
her. She whom the other called Mrs Ann, was a
woman of a middle stature, a reddish face, red
haired, marked with the small pox, her teeth
unevenly set, with rough arms and coarse hands ;
she wore sometimes a plain muslin apron, some-
times one forbelowed, sometimes o stamped one,
and a mant of black and while mixture : at other
times one of a brownish colour. The other
woman, whom she never heard named, was a
litile woman, her hair of a dark brown, one of
her eyes sunk in her head, and the same side of
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her face drawn together by the small pox, her
fingers crooked in at the ends, and a string of
black beads about her neck, in a very ordinary
habit, who told her in her last fit that the Mayor
of Carrickfergus was coming to examine her, but
ghe should have but little power to answer or
to speak to him. About twelve at noon, the
Mayor, and several other persons with him,
came to the house, at which time she was very
well, but soon after fell into several fits. In the
interval he agked her several questions, to all of
which she answered distinetly; after which she
was sworn. He then asked her if the six women
in custody, viz., Janet Carson, Janet Liston,
Elizabeth Sellor, Janet Main, Catherine M*‘Cal-
mond, and Janet Latimer, were her tormentors ?
She said they were, but they never had appeared
to her sinee they were taken into custody. The
Mayor then asked if there were any others that
tormented her ? she said there were two, of whom
she gave the description as before related,
He then asked her why she ealled Janet Latimer,
Elizabeth Latimer? she then told him she knew
none of their names, nor ever had seen any of
them but in her fits, till they were brought to
her, and then she knew them too well, but was
sure ehe heard one of them called Elspy, and
told him she heard them often say they would
destroy her if she would diseover them ; and they
told her, they would never leave off, till they put
the whole family out of the house. She had
several fits during her examinations, but as soon
as she recovered she began directly where she left
off. The Mayor desired Mr Robb to pray, but
she was in a fit during the whole time. After
prayer she recovered, and she had not heard an
of it except the first words, which she was mueh
concerned at. She had several fits that night till
9, and from 12 at night till next morning, with
her tongue doubled down, &e. ;

That morning, Tuesday, March 13th, it was
thought fit by some of her relations to take her
out of the Island to Mr Stannus’s in the Parish
of Larne ; they accordingly left Mr Hattridge's to
go to the boat, having a long mile to go by land,
and two by water, and every two or three
perches she went she fell into a fit. It was con-
cluded she should ride behind a man, and have
one on each side to support her. BShe took
several fits upon horseback, and came to the
ground in spite of all they could do to hold her
up. After she was put into the boat, she scarce
ever recovered out of a fit till ehe landed at Mr
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Btannus’e, which was from ten till twelve at noon.
She had three or four fits after her landing
btfore she could give an account of any thing.
Asg soon as she recovered, she told that Janet
Main and the woman that was blind of an eye
were with her all the time she was npon the
water, and that they appeared to her in ber last
fit, since gshe landed. Bhe was desired to take
care of what she eaid, for Janet Main was in jail,
and so could give her no trouble, nevertheless she
was positive that she was with her. About two
in the afternocon, she desired Mr Ogilvy to pray
for her, and during prayer she was in a fit, She
took fits very often that night, sometimes stand-
ing upon her head and feet at the same time,
with her belly up like a bow, and at the end of
the fit lay like one dead, without motion, at the
same time was heard talking with alow voice and
with her eyes open, stedfastly looking sometimes
to one place and sometimes to another, yet saw
none of the company that was about her during
her fits, There was diligent enquiry made
through the country for Mrs Ann ang the woman
blind of an eye, but hitherto to nopurpose. There
were great numbers of women from all paris of
the eountry came to see her, and some blind of
an eye, but she had no disturbance upon their
coming to see her. The same day there was an
account given of one that was in the Scoteh
Quarter of Carrickfergus, who was blind of an
eye, with some other marks given in the
deseription ; upon which James Blythe and some
ﬂtherf.a went to her, and told her she must go to
the girl. She told them she was very unable,
having been long sick, and but lately recovered ;
however, by the strength of God, she would be
with her in the morning ; and wept bitterly. In
the meantime, as he was looking out of the door,
he saw a woman that had all the marks of the
deseription exactly. She was going along thestreet
smoking a pipe of tobacco, upon which he went
straight to her and challenged her, at which she
fell into a great rage, and cursed and Bwore
horribly ; upon which he told her if she would not
go willingly he would take her by force, having a
warrant to empower him to take up all suspected
persons ; but it being late at night he let her stay
till morning. Mr Blythe had never seen her be-
fore, nor had any account of her, having only
Been h&r‘ thus accidentally. She had the exact
marks given, viz., was a little woman, had dark
brown hair, she had one eye sunk in her head,
with the same side of her face drawn together,
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and her fingers drawn together and crooked at
the ends, having been all oceasioned by failing in
the fire, where she was burned to that degree here
degeribed ; her name was Janet Millar.

Mareh 14th, before eight in the morning she had
a fit, and upon her recovery said that Janet Main
appeared to her, and wae in the bed with her in
her fit. It being thought by some that the said
Janet might have been enlarged, they thonght
it proper to write a letter to the Mayor of
Carrickfergus, giving him an account of her
appearing, and desiring him, if gshe had been
enlarged, she might again be confined; upon
which the Mayor sent for the jailor to enquire
" into it, and, apon enquiry, found that the said
Janet Main and Janet Liston were taken ont of
jail on the 13th, in the morning, to the jailor’s
house, and that Janet Main had her bolts strock
off to epin to his use, whilst the other carded for
her with her bolte on; and that they were re-
manded to jail about eight at night, and bolted, and
brought ont again nextmorning about seven to spin
as before. About nine in the morning a woman
blind of an eye from Larne, and about ien the
woman from Cnrrickfergus, which James Blythe
had been informed of, and had been with, came
to gee the girl, but ehe was not in the least moved
npon their approach, but told them she was under
a great econcern they had been put to the trouble
of coming so far, and desired that her cousin
would give the woman that came from Carrick-
ferens something to eat and drink. The woman
was under a pgreat concern for being snspected of
witcheraft. About eleven Janet Millar came from
Carrickfergus, her neighbours having promised to
James Blythe that she should be with her that
morning. When she eame within s quurter of a
mile of the house, she began to sweat and tremble,
as she had been in a great terror, and upon her
entrance fell into an extraordinary ill fit, mnso-
much that she eould scarce be kept in the bed by
three men. Upon her beiog removed to the
barn, she was eased, and they asked her if she
was positive she was the woman who tormented
her? She said she knew her too well, and had
seen her too often, to doubt she was the woman
who had distorbed her, and of whom she had
piven the marks. A lhitle after Mr Ogilvy and
several persons from Larne came [o See her
hehavionr when Millar was prezent, and had her
brought in a second time, and it had the same
effect as before, npon which Millar was againl
earried into the barn, and Mr Ogilvy asked her
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several questions, as to her Christian faith,
without receiving any satisfactory answer, He
then asked her what she thought was the reason
of the girl's being so ill when she approached her,
and not so when others eame near her, and what
was the reason she had so exactly desecribed her,
having never seen her nor heard of her but in her
fits ? She answered after a surly manner, I
believe the devil’s in the lass.”” There were some
present who had a mind to make a third trial,
and take in Janet Millar without her knowledge,
or any who were present with her, which accord-
ingly they did, which had a like effect, upon
which she was sent to Carrickfergus, and thers
put in jail. The Constable and John Millar, who
took her to Carrickfergus, searched her house,
and found a ball of hair, made up as they
apprehended with roots of herbs, and some com-
bustible matter, with a needle five inches long
through it, all which they threw into the fire and
burned. It was observed the girl’s tongue was
never drawn back in ber throat after Millar's
imprisonment.

But to retorn to Mrs Hattridge’'s. March 14th,
Mrs Hattridge being under a terror npon aceount
of the disturbances in the house, prevailed with a
schoolmaster who dwelt near them to bring his
scholars and keep sehool in the parlour, which ha
did, and having shut the door, in two hours time
there were seventeen stones thrown against the
door, which were thrown with such foree that they
all made great impressions in it. After they had
left the room at'twelve o’clock, where they had a
fire, a girl going into the room, found a riding
hood of Mrs Hattridge’s lying upon the fire, and
a great part of it burnt.

_ Mareh 15th, the girl had many fits, and in the
intervals told that the woman whom the other
called Mrs Ann appeared to her, ant told her she
had discovered all, and got them secured, but she
should never know her name, and said she would
never leave her till she would be her death, and
gave the same deseription of her as before.
About three in the afternoon she had a severe fit,
and upon recovery told that Mrs Ann had been with
her, and that she was turned into a spider, and
went away in that shape, John Getty, merchant
in Larne saw something like a spider at the same
time; being at that time with the girl, he
endeavoured to catch it, but could not. Soon
after she, in another fit, saw Mrs Ann come as
l}f:[ﬂre and go off as a spider, at which time John
Getty saw one on the bed, which he thought he
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catched, but uip)gn going to the fire to throw it
into it, found had it not. About ten at night
ghe had several fits, and upon recovery said Mrs
Ann was with her, and lay upon her ist, and
went off in the shape of & fly. The said Getty
gaid he found gromething at that time strike him
on the right thigh, though there was nothing
vigibly did it that time. Mary Dunbar said that
Mrs Ann then told her she shonld not so easily
get her discovered as she had done the rest, bat
desired her to tell her age and she should soon be
better : she answered she did not know, and if
she did she would not tell her. The same day
there was a great many stones thrown at Mrs
Hattridge's, and when the girls went out of the
kitchen about two minutes to the door of the
house, their bed clothes were taken and thrown
into the fire, where they found them when they
returned. :

Friday, March 16th, she was easy, having but
some light fits that day. :

Saturday, the 17th, she had many fits, and gave
an account that Mrs Ann was still with her, and
threatened to destroy her, and told her she ehould
never discover her by her name. BSoon after she
fell into another fit, and upon recovery called
out ** her arm " as if it were a cutting off ; upon
which they took hold of her arm, and looking
upon where she eomplained of the pain, they
found a black woollen string, with eight knotsupon
it, tied round her arm, which was immediately
cut off, and the pain ceased. About twelve at
noon she fell into another fit. and npon recovering
complained of her thigh, about which was found
her fillet, which was a little before upon her
head, with seven knots upon it, and as soon as
removed she was eaged. About two in the after-
noon she was sitting betwixt Mr Ogilvy and Mr
Stannus, and complained of her arm, about which
was tied a bloe string with five knots upon it
and was eased upon cutting it off. = A little after
she had another fit, and upon recovery complained
her back and waist were sorely pained. Mr
Skevington, minister of Larne, and several others,
were there with her, and found a white inkle
string tied about her waist with nine knots upon
it, that a little before was three times round her
neck, and as soon as it was taken from about ber
she got ease. About nine at night she had another
fit, and upon recovery complained of her right
arm, about which was found a white woollen
string with five knots ; and in the intervals gave
an sccount that Mrs Ann told her if she got ber
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discovered she would send some of her friends,
who would handle her worse than she had done.

Sunday, the 18th, in the morning, she had a
fit ; and after recovery told that Mrs Ann had
put hair, feathers, and pins down her throat,
which she said would choak her, and told her if
they did not, she would put pen knives down
next, that would desiroy her lore ten o'clock
next day. She had a great pain in her stomach
afterwards, till two in the afternoon, and then
fell & vomiting, and threw ug gome ];a.ir, a part
of which appeared to be orse-hair, by the
coarseness of 1t, and at several times that night,
five large pins, with wool and feathers. She was
very ill all night, falling into one fit after another
with little intermission.

The 20th she had many ill fits, and about two
and three in the afternoon described Mrs Ann as
formerly, with addition, that she was a middle-
aged woman. There was a great enquiry made
in peveral places of the country for one bearing
the marks given, and at last there was molice
given of one Margaret Mitchell, in the parish of
Kilroot, who had all the marks given in the
description. She was summoned the night before
by James Blythe and John Bmith, who went to
see whether she had the marks described, before
they wounld give her the trouble to go to the
girl, but finding them to agree, were very press-
ing to have her to go as of hersgelf, and not to be
taken with a-congtable and a guard, which she
complied with, but with great reluctancy. Before
she came near the house, a fear came upon the
girl, but not so great a trembling as before, when
any of the rest came, having been persuaded to
use something by way of a preventative, by a
Scotch gentleman, who had been troubled him-
self by witches, which he said would prevent her
falling into =& fit upon her approach. When
Margaret Mitchell came into the room where she
was, she discoured with her withouat falling into
a fit; and though in great terror, accused her of
being one of her greatest tormentors. Mr
Ogilvy desired her to be cauticns of what she did,
in accusing any person of so great a crime. The
girl told him, that as she should answer to God,
at the great day of appearance, she was the
person who went under the name of Mrs Ann
amongst her tormentors. It was agreed by the
girl's relationz to let Marparet Mitchell go at
liberty, to see if she would trouble her any more ;
and when she was gone about an hour, she fell
into & fit, and pointed with her finger to the foot
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of the bed, and was heard speaking, and praying
that God would deliver her from her and all the

same, desiring she would let her alone; yet at

the same time saw none of those that were abont
her. After she recovered she said Margaret
Mitchell was in the place where she pointed with
her finger, and she told her she would torment
Ler till next morning at ten, and no longer, if
she wonld not prosecute her, and if she made any
further dissovery of her, she would torment her
more and more. In a little she fell into another
fit : when recovered, said that Margaret Mitchell
gtill threatened her, and said she would make
Blythe and Smith's pictures, and roast them like
larks before a fire, and ere it were long some of
them shounld be a8 ill, and worse than she was.
She got up a great many feathers by vomiting,
and after she recovered wvomited up a button,
which she said Mitchell put in her month, and
after another fit another button of the same kind,
which James Blythe comparing with his vest.
butions, found it to be of the same sort, and
found he wanted two of them, which he was sure
he had before she fell into those fits. At the
same time she vomited four large pins, two of
which were rusted, and a great many fEIl-ﬂ:I.I?I‘-'El-
But to return to Mr Hattridge's, and give an
aceount of the disorders there From the 15th
to the 20thi there wera a great many stones
thrown, both by day and by night, at the people
in the house, and many of them were sore hurt
by them. At other times there were greal noisesa
in severanl parts of the house, and even 10 the
room where the whole family lay, having got
several of their beds in one room for their greater
seeurity, being afraid to lie at a distance from
one another in the house. Many of the neigh-
bourhood came every night to stay with them in
their trouble, and some of them sat up all night,
hiaving & candle burning by them ; yet, notwith-
standing their care, the keys of the rooms3 would
have been taken away for several days, and the
key of the barn often’ They also often heard a
seratching upon the boards in the room, and on
the bed posts where they lay, as 1t were Ones
pails, and at other times a striking upon the
boards, and back of the chairs, after which they
would have found the keys thrown in upon one of
the beds or upon the floor ; their wearing apparel
would have been taken away, and not found in
saveral days, and then sometimes found In the
hag-yard covered with straw, and at other times
brought back and laid upon the floor. The chil-
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knotted. One of them had his shirt knotted at the
eorners whilst upon his back as he lay in bed.

The 21st, Margaret Mitchell was brought to
the girl a8 gsecond time (the preservative
which she had from the 8ecotch gentleman
being laid by) and upon her appearing she
fell into s fit, as formerly told when
the others approached, but recovered as soon as
Mitchell was removed, and persisted in affirming
that she was the person who went under the
name of Mrz Ann, upon which she was taken
into ecustody by John!Logan, constable of Broad
Island, who put her in bolts at Ballycarry, abeut
eleven at night. Mary Dunbar vomited up a
linen thread, about seven o'clock, with seven
koots upon it; those that waited upon her, see-
ing one end of it appear, pulled the other out of
her throat., She had a severe fit a little before,
with great pain in all parts of her body., It was
remarked that after Margaret Mitchell was put in
irons, which was at eleven at night, the girl was
eased, having only a pain in her stomach,
occasioned by some feathers that were in it,
which sbe vomited that night, after which she
was in perfect health till the 24th instant.

From the 20th to the 24th the disturbance
inereased much at Mr Hattridge's. The clothes
were often pulled off‘the beds, and sometimes
made up in the shape of a eorpse, at other times
thrown into the fire. Bometimes thry were

ulled out of the bed whilst the childeen were
¥ing in it. Though several people were sitting
by them, and had a candle burning in the room,
yet they would see the clothes coming off, and
endeavour to hold them on, but conld not, nor
see at the same time anything that could oceasion
their coming off. Sometimes the children, and
others who would be lying with them, would be
struck on the heads; they sometimes appre-
hended the strokes were given by a stick, at
other times with an iron, which they judged to
be the keys that were often wanting. Upon
Sunday morning Mrs Hattridge had a black hood
and a pair of gloves taken away, when she was
dressing to go to sermon, there being nobody at
that time with her. W hen sermon was over they
heard several great cries above stairs, but eonld
see nothing. There was the same day a stone
which weighed twelve pounds laid in the
children's bed, and the mop which had been upon
it' taken off, and laid under it. In the BRI e
night there was a great knocking heard in the



roome, and all things that could be knaotted, had
a great number of knots put upon them. Mrs
Hattridge’s hood was found in a bed in the
kitchen, a pair of blankets being nicely folded up
in the shape of a child, and the black hood put
as it were upon the head of it. The girl who saw
it first was frighted, and called out there was
gsomebody in the bed.

But to return to the girl. March 24th, as she
was sitting upon the bedside, there being several
present, she was of a sudden pulled through the
bed backwards, and so to the floor, though there
was nothing seen by the persons present that
conld have done it; in which she lay for a con-
siderable time in a lamentable condition, having
a great pain in all parts of her body. After she
recovered, she said Janet Main pulled her
through the bed, and threatened that she would
take her out of the casement, and drown her in
the well, Soon after she had another fit, and
declared when recovered, that Janet Main and
Janet Liston appeared to her; that Janet Main
threatened she would desiroy her, and at the
time put pins and feathers down her throat,
though she did all she could to prevent her. She
said further, that Janet Liston did not touch her,
but flattered her to give her consent that they
ghould take her ont of the casement into the

arden, which if she would they would quickly
0, where she should see the finest play, and hear
the eweetest music that ever she saw or heard in
her life. It was remarked by the bystanders,
that in the time of her fit, she was praying to
God to be delivered from them, and she trusted
he would do it. A little after she recovered, she
vomited up & considerable quantity of feathers,
and gix eorker pins, and after them some more
feathers. There were two pair of the pins linked
together with their points outwards. She had
several other severe fits till four in the afternoon,
in which she was lifted up to the bed-tester,
though James Blythe did all he could to hold her
down. Upon enquiry it was found that Janet
Main and Janet Liston were enlarged about half
an hour after twelve o’clock, and their bolts
struck off, on purpose to find if they would at
that time trouble the girl. The girl rested very
well that night, but wanted the power of her
tongue in the morning. She was otherwise very
well, as she signified by signs.

At ten that morning (the 25th) she had a
strong apprehension, as she said afterwards, that
it she read the 2nd chapter of Job, she would
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have the power of her tongue, upon which she
made signs for a Bible, and reading over the
cha to the 9th verse, she spoke, and praised
GJEII the same, That day she was very well,
and only had a pain in her stomach ; and about
two or three o'clock, vomited up at twice some
wool, which she said Janet Main had put in her
mouth the day before, and had been on her
stomach since that time.

The 26th, ehe was pretty well, excepting a pain
In her stomach ; and about ten in morning
vomited up a pin which had lain in her stomach
gince the 24th. It was observed she eould give no
account how these thinﬁ were put down her
throat, only she was sensible her tormentors put
them in her mouth, and they were forced down
her throat, but by what means she could not tell.
The girl coutinued in very good health till the
29th, and walked to see the minister of the place,
and several others in Larne,

Bat to retorn to Mr Hattridge's. The dis-
turbanece continued from the 24th to the 29th,
there having been a great many stones and turf
thrown both within and without doors, with
which several were hurt ; everything in or about
the house strangely knotted, viz., the horses and
cows binding; people’s garters in a minute's
time after having been taken from their legs ; the
servants’ bedclothes taken off in the kitchen and
thrown into the fire; and a riding hood of Mary
Lock's, which was made useless by the fire.
When Margaret Spear was in bed with the
children she felt a great weight, as of one going
over her from one gide of the bed to the other,
which she had felt several times before: at the
same time both her stockings were knotted, and
a candle dpm: in one of them ; the pillows taken
from under the children and thrown at her with
great force ; several turf and clods thrown at her,
which hurt her, and one of them bled her mouth
and nose ; they then pulled the clothes off the
bed, which she did all she could to prevent, by
pulling against them ; at the same time finding
a8 it were the feet of somebody thrusting against
her feet till they had got them off,

But to return to Mary Dunbar. The 20th of
March she continued well till about two in the
afternoon (being upon her journey to Carrickfer-
gus in order to hgmmute at the Assizes the eight
women in eus ;-_:L she fell into a severe fit, in
which she fell to the ground from behind James
Blythe, atter she had rode about two miles, in
which she lost the power of her tongue ; 20 upon
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her recovery she could not tell anything. She
fell after that so often into them that they counld
earry her no farther, so #took her into John
Burne's, where she staid all night. At nine that
night, she apprehended that if she would read
the 14th chapter of John to the Gth verse, she
wounld get the power of her tongue, which she did,
and spoke accordingly. She then told the
company, that in her fits npon the road, a man
with light brown hair, a little curling at the ends,
mixed with some grey hairs, appeared to her ; he
had an old brown bonnet upon his head, brown
eoloured clothes mueh worn, long visaged, and of
an ordinary size ; as also an old woman, marked
with the small pox, of a dark complexion, in
ordinary clothes, of a middle size ; and a young
woman, of about twenty years of age, as she
thought, of a middle stature, her elothes pretty
good, and of & light colour. These appeared to
her upon the road, and told her she was going to
prosecute against the rest at the Assizes ; but she
shonld not have the power to speak in court
against any of them ; and told her they would
torment her worse than she had been yet. 8he
had the use of her tongue about an hour, then
ghe fell into a fit, and lost it again. y

The 30th instant, it was borne in upon her, if
she shonld read the Gth chapter of Gemasis and
5th verse, she should speak, which happened
sccordingly, about six in the morning. 'The
same day, being upon the road within two miles
of Carrickfergus, she fell into a severe fit, and
when recovered wanted the power of her tonguoe,
and continued so till one in the afternoon, when
she had the power of her tongue again, and
disecoursed sengibly to several clergymen and
other gentlemen that came to see her, and gave
them great satisfaction in relation to her trouble,
About three in the afternoon she had several
fainting fits, and was dumb till four in the
morning of the 31st, at which time she had several
fits, and upon recovering made gigna for a Bible,
and looked upon FExodus the 3rd and 13th
chapters, and spoke for near an hour, and told
the company that the three persons before
dzscribed were with her in her fits, and told her
she should not be able to discover them, as she
had done the rest, and should not be able to
speak one word from five in the morning till four
at night. About four o’clock she had a fainting
fit, and lost the power of her tongue. At six
o'clock the trial came on; the girl was in the
court, and took seversl fainting fits, but was all
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the while dumh, thongh she had her hearing very
well, except in her fits, when she neither heard
nor saw snybody that was with her. The
evidence sworn upon this trial were—John Smith,
John Blair, James Blythe, the Rev. Mr Wm.
Ogilvy, the Rev Mr Skeffington, Mr Wm. Fen-
ton, Mr Wm. Hatley, Mr Chas. Lennon, John
Wileon, Hogh Wilson, Mr Hugh Donsaldson,
James Hill, Mr James Hattridge, Mrs Hatiridge,
the Rev. Mr. Patrick Adair, the Rev. Mr. James
Cobham, Patrick Ferguson, James Edrg:m.astnn.
Mr Jamegon. After a long trial, from six in the
morning till two in the afternoon, neither
counsel nor attorney employed against the
prisoners, the jury brought in their verdict, that
Janet Liston, Elizabeth BSellor, Janet Carson,
Catherine M‘Calmond, Janet Main, Janet Lati-
mer, Jean Millar, and Margaret Mitchell, were
gunilty of exercising witcheraft on the body of
Mary Dunbar, and were sentenced to be
imprisoned twelve months, and to be pilloried
four timea, About half an hour after three, the
girl signed for a Bible, and looking vpon the 40th
Psalm and 13th verse, she spoke, and gave an
account that the three persons before described
lay heavy upon her, and threatened her that they
would put pen knives down her throat. About
five they took horse for Castlereagh, in the county
of Down, where her mother lived, They got
home that night, having only three or four fits
upon the road. -

The first ol April she was very ill, and had
several violent fainting fits, and put out of her
mouth several pins, and a considerable number
of feathers, and in the intervals declared they
were put into her mouth by her tormentors,
From that time to the 7th she had many
fainting fits, and put up during that time to the
nomber of twenty pins and a considerable
number of feathers.

From the 29th March to the 1st of April the
disturbance continued at Mras Hattridge's, the bed
elothes being made up in the shape of a corpse,
with great noises, such as scratching, knocking,
laughing, &e.

The 2nd of April, Margaret Spear, being in the
kitchen alone, saw & bolster with her master's
night gown about it coming very softly out of
the room into the kitchen. Bhe at first thought
it was a boy, but being afraid, ran into a room
where there were tailors working, and told them,
who eame immediately out, and saw it standing
azainst the wall. The noise continued from the
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ard to the 8th, with the throwing of stones, &e.
It was observed, if they flourished a sword where
the noise was, it left off for some time,

From the 8th to the 13th, it c¢hanged from
knocking to whistling louder than usually & man
can do; it whistled several tunes very distinetly,
as the Jolly Batehelors, the Old Wife beyond the
Fire, &e., and those present thomght it was near
them ; and it often struck the children upon, the
heads when in bed. When they offered to hunt
the dogs to if, it hissed as they did; and when
they emacked to chase it, it smacked as they did.
The 10th, Mary Twinan found like one going
over her in the bed several times; it pulled John
Spire very strongly by the hat, when it was on
his head, geveral times, yet he and the company
could see nothing, though there was a candle
burning by them, As the said John Spire was
sitting on the children’s bed side, of a sudden the
clothes were taken off the bed, and rolled about
his head, and several things thrown at him.
Sometimes it would make a noise like ducks,
sometimes clap, sometimes draw the curtains of
Mr Hattridge's bed backwards and forwards, and
then make the bed shake terribly. -

The 8th of April the man appeared to Mary
Dunbar again, and threatened %o kill her, if sha
dizcovered him. The 10th, Wm. Sellor, husband
to Janet Liston, who had all the marks given,
hearing he was going to be apprehended, fled, but
was taken up four miles off his own houge, and
earried to the girl, who did not accuse him for
fear of his threatenings; so he was let go.

The 12th she had fits, and declared Sellor
appeared to her with a buteher’s knife, the blade
of which was broken, and welded together, with
which he threatened to desiroy her, and wounded
her nnder the right shoulder; the place being
looked there was a visible mark. Notice hereof
coming to her friends in the Island, the high
constable apprehended Sellor, who was tried at
the Assizes after and found guilty. It was
observed, when they went to take Sellor, there
was a drinking horn thrown at John Brown,
which hit him in the neck. At Mr Hattridge’s,
which house has never been since disturbed,
Robert M:Killock saw two men run down towards
Sellor's house, when the high constable was
there, and mount two black horsés, and ride from
the house, thongh none with the high constable

obgerved it.
END OF THE MANUSOBRIPL. .
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DR. WM. TISDALL'S ACCOUNT OF
THE TRIAL OF .

Eight Reputed Witches,

At Carrickfergus, March 31st, 1711.

Copied from the Hibernian Magazine, for Jan.
: 1775. Page 52.) : s

I received foura last week, for which I own my-
self much obliged to you, and do here send yom
something in return, which perhapa you may think
as well worth reading, as 1 did writing from the
notes which I myself took from the mouths of the
sworn witnessea. .

What I here send you, is an account of the trial
of eight sapposed witches, accused of tormenting
a young gentlewoman, one Miss Dunbar. I must
hera promise to » that there wns no lawyer to
manage the trial, so that the evidence not being
produced in any order, the circumstance of time
and place were so perplexed and confused, that
were there not so many glaring matters of fact
which pierced th.rnugih 80 many clouds that conld
bnninad..manﬂ:ﬁgtlwmma away withont
having discov truth, or aa their
curiosities. So that to give you the most perfect
image I can of this whole matter, I choose the
following method :—

1at. To givea brief character of all the witnesses
produced, the party afflicted, and the persons
accused as her tormentoras, or the supposed
witches.

2nd. I will let yon know in what manner the
supposed witches were disoovered by the aflicted
person.

3rd. What facta appeared most extraordinary
and preternatural tﬁrongh the course of the
evidence.

4th. If I have time, I will give you two or three
of my own remarks npon the whn{e.

1st. The chief evidences produced on this trial
were six persons of good repute for understandin
and integrity, and seemingly of good fashion ans
substanee, and the most considerable persons in
the neighbourhood where the facts ha ed.

_The party aflicted was & young gn'.-ll,J aged about
eighteen years, with an” open and inmocent
countenance : she was & very intelligent young
gentlewoman. I discoursed with her after the
trial, and' received very satisfactory and reason-
able answers from her ; she was an utter stranger
in that country where she was afflioted, and only
came there on a visit to a relation. She neither
ha;r‘h Or Was hmm E1:'?'[1 “Ibhuf the par-un.nd
aco ; a5 waa eonfes e accused, an
mother of the aficted, . ’



The supposed witches were aijht in number, six
of them with such variety of ill looks, that had
the afflicted known them before, it might have
given grounds to suspect she had singled them out
for her tormentors, even from their diabolieal
appearances ; the seventh was not so disagreeable,
but had a sedate and composed countenance. The
eighth was a young girl of about seventeen, who
seemed by her countenance to have more of the
Lancashire than Scotch witch; she had a fair
complexion and a very face; and so was
represented by the afflicted before she was
discovered.

Znd. The supposed witches were discovered b
the afflicted after this manner. Upon the dea
of one Mrs Hattridge, who (as is generally
believed by the neighbourhood) was bewitched to
death, there was an apron which had been missing
some time before, brought back, tied with nine
knots ; the aflicted was the first who found it, and
untied all the knots withont the least fear or
susapicion of witcheraft ; after which, in the even-
ing, she was seized with wiolent fits; and on
recovering, cried out that a knife was run through
her thigh, that she was most grievously afflicted
by three women, whom she deseribed with the
greatest partioularity imaginable ; but could then
give no account of their names. Bhe was then
seized with a second fit about midnight; and in
her vision, there appeared to her (as she declared
when she ¢ame out of her fit) seven or eight
women, who conversed together, and called each
other, some by their Christian names and some by
their surnames, The description the afflicted
gave of them, together with some of their names,
were 80 very particular, that several of them were
guessed at, and sent from different parts to the
afflicted, whom she discovered from many other
women who were bmnght with them. She was
constantly more afflicted us they approached the
house ; partieularly there was one Latimer, who
had been sent from Carrickfergus privately by Mr
Adair, the dissenting teacher ; when she came 1nto
the house where the affiicted was, viz., in Island-
magee, none of them suspected her, but the
afflicted fell into a fit as she came near the house,
and recovering when the woman was in the
chamber, the first words she said were, * O
ﬂt.i&ntr, Latimer ! 1! (whish e htftf-m'l and

r description agreed most exactly ke Persoln.
After this manner were all the rest discovered;
and at one time she singled out ome of her
tormentors from amongst thirty, whom they
brought to see if they could deceive her either in

name or deseription of the accused person.

All this was sworn to by persons who were
present, as having heard it from the afflicted, as
she recovered from her several fita. The supposed
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witohes wera called to the bar fo compare them
with the description givem by the afflicted =at
several times; and it is rTeally inconceivable to
imagine how exactly they all agreed to the
descriptione given : though it was confessed they
never had seen the afflicted, nor the anfllicted them,
One partionlar, which scemed most extraordinary,
was this: in her fits she had often her tongus
thrust into her windpipe, in soch a manner that
ghe was like to choke, and the root seemed to be
pulled up into her mouth. Upon her recovery
from these fits, she complained extremely of one,
Main (I think her name was) who had twisted her
tongne ; and she told them she had tore her
throat and tortured her viclently by reason of her
" erboked fingers an swelled knunckles. The
woman wad called to the bar upon this evidence,
gnd ordered to show her hand; it was really
amazing to see the exact agreement betwixt the
description of the afflicted and the hand of the
supposed tormentor : all the joints were distorted,
n.:ns, the tendons shrivelled up, as the afllicted had
deseribed.

3rd, What facts appeared most extraordinary
upon the trial. ' ;

It was sworn hi some of the evidences, thaf in
some of her fits three strong men were scarce able
to hold her down; that she would mubtter to
herself, and speak some words distinetly, and tell
everything she had said in her conversation with
the witeches, and how she came to say such and
such things, which she spoke when in her fits,

2nd. One of the men who held hor when in a fif,
swore she had nothing visible on her arms, when
he took hold of them, and that all in the rocm saw
some worsted yarn tied round her wrizt, which
was put on invisibly ; there was npon this string
seven double knots and one single one,

3rd, She eried out in one of her fits that she was
grievously tormented with a pain about her
knee ; npon which the women in the room looked
at her knee, and found a fillet tied fast about it :
her mother awore to the fillet, that it was tha
same she had given her that morning, and had
geen it tied about hier head : this fillet had also
seven double knots and one single one.

Her mother was advised by a Popish priest to
use g counter-charm, by writine some words out
of the first chapter of St. John, and tying it with
an inkle three times round her neck, knotted each
time, :

This charm the girl herself declined, but her
mother, in one of the times of her being afiiicted,
used it, She was in a violent fit upon the bed,
held down by a man, and recovering a little,
complained grievonzly of a pain in her back, and
about her middle; immediately the company
observed the individual inkle, which had been tied
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about her neek, tied round her middle with seven
double knots and & single one : this was sworn to
by several. The man who held the afflicted was
asked by the judge if it were possible she counld
reach the inkle about her neck whilst he held her P
He said it was not, by virtue of his oath, he
having all that time her ds fast down,

oth. There was a great quantity of things
produeed in court, and sworn to be what she had
vomited out of her throat. I had them all in my
hand, and found there was a great quantity of
feathers, cotton yarn, pins, and two o waist-
coat buttons : at least as much as wounld fill m
hand ; they gave evidence to the court thﬁg ha
seen these very things come out of her mouth, and
received them into their hands as she threw them

up.

6th. The afflicted, during one of her fits, was
observed by several persons to slide off the bedin
an onaccountable manner, and to be laid gently on
the ground, as if supported and drawn invisibly.
Upon her recovery, she told them the several
persons who had drawn her in that manner, with
an intention, as they told her, of bearing her out
of the window, when open ; but that, reflecting at
the time, and calling npon God in her mind, they
let her drop on the floor.

7th, The afflicted, recovering from a fit, told the
persons present, that her tormentors declared she
should not. have power to go over the threshold of
the chamber door, The evidence declared they
had several times attempted to lead her out of the
door, and that she was as often thrown into fits a8
they had bronght her to the said threshold ; that
to pursne the experiment further, they had raised
the said threshold, npon which they were lm-
mediately struck with so strong a smell of brim-
stone, that the stench spread through the whole
house, and afflicted several to that degree, that
they grew sick in the stomach, and were much
dizsordered. ¥

These were the principal facts sworn to in the
sourt ; to which most of the evidence gave their
joint teatimony.

It seems t]ilg supposed tormentors had told the
afflicted, the day before the trial, that she should
have no power fo give evidence in court. She was
accordingly, that morning before the trial, struck
damb, and =o continued in the court, during the
whole trial, but had no violent fit. y

I saw her in the court cast her eyes about in a
wild distracted manner, and it was then thought she
was recovering from a fit, and it was hoped wonld
give in her own evidence. [ observed as they
raised her up, she sunk into the arms of a person
who held her, closed her eyes, and seemed

erfectly senseless and motionless. I went to see

er after the trial; she told me she knew mnot



where she was when she wus in court, that she
had been afflicted all that time by three persons,
of whom she gave a particular description of
their proportions, habits, hair, features, and com-
plexion. She said she had never seen these
pereons till the day before the trial. i

When all the witnesses were examined upon
oath to the precedent facts, the Judge ordered the
prisoners at the bar to offer what Eg’ could to

e court in their own defence. They all, in
general, positively denied the facts charged
against them, One of them, with the worst look,
and generally the most suspected, called the great
God of heaven and earth to witnmess she was
injured. The character of each person was
inguired into : some of them were of a general ill
fame, upon which enquiry seemed rather due to
their ill looks. It appeared mpon oath most of
them received the communion, some of them very
lately : that seme of them had been laborious,
industrious people, had frequently been known to
pray in their families, both publicly and privately ;
most of them could say the Lord’s prayer (which
it is gemerally said they learned in prison), they
b-aini every one Presbyterians,

When they had ended their defence, Judge
Upton summed up the evidence with great exact-
ness and perspicnity, notwithstanding the con-
fused manner in which it was offered. He seemed
entirely of opinion that the jury coumld nof bring
them in guilty mpon the sole testimony of the
afflicted person’s ﬂhiﬁﬂarﬂoimayea. He said he
conld not doubt but the whole matter was preter—
natural and diabolical, but coneeived, that had
the persons accused been rBaJli witches and in
compact with the devil, it conld hardly have been
presumed they shonld be such constant attendants
upon divine service both in public and private.

Mr Justice M‘Cartney spoke to the jury after
Judge Upton had ended. He auﬂmmi to add
nothing to what Judge Upton had said, but
differed from him in opinion, and thought the jury
might, from the evidence, bring them in guilty,
which they accordingly did.

4th., The remarks which I think fit to make up
on the whole affair are as follows :—

1lst. I am of opinion that these extraordinary
facts, proved mpon oath, in the course of the
eyidence, were all preternatural : not to be per-
formed by the common course of second causes,
nor soluble by any human reason. .

2nd. Our Chrisfian faith being founded chiefly
upon miraculons and preternatural effects, wronght
by the immediate power of God, and constantly
appealed to by Christ himself ns miraculous, and
wronght for that t end, I take this for &
proposition gen y true, that all preternatural
operations wrought since the ceasing of miracles




for the consummation of Christ’s divine mission,
and establishment of our faith, may reasonably
be presumed to be diabolical ; and also when these
preternatural effects are wrought for bad ends, or
even such as are unaccountable, as tormenting
this innocent person, &c., they must be diabolical.

drd. The tormented person being =several miles
distant from the supposed tormentors during her
fits, it is evident the afflicted was not personally,
but vigionarily, affected, if by them. That had the
images represented to the iImagination of the
afflicted been of persons deceased, it is probable
this wounld not have passed for witcheraft, but for
apparitions of spirits ; nor is it to be doubted but
the devil may as well represent the one as the
other. Thir being premised, the main guestion
npon which the whole must tend to prove the
supposed witches gnilty of these facts, must be
this: Can the devil represent the images of
innocent persons to demoniaes, or persons under
diabolical possessions, or in such fits as this
afflicted is supposed to have had ?

The nature of the thing doth not seem eapable
of a demonstration, whether the devil ean or can—
not; represent the images of innocent persons ; but
I presume to say, there are much more convineing
reasons to believe that he can, than that he
eannot, and consequently that the prizoners ought
rather to be acquitted than condemned.

1st. The devil has represented an angel of light,
and why he may not as well represent the images
of innocent persons, as an angel of light, I cannot
apprehend. el

2nd. He has represented the image of a saint in
Heaven, viz., that of Samuel to Saul, by the
mediation of the witch of Endor; and why the
devil, who can represent the image of a saintin
Heaven, cannot that of an innocent person on
earth, I eannot conceive.

drd. 'The devil has tormented innocent persons
whilst living, as in the case of Job, and even of
this afflicted woman ; and it seems an argument
a fortiori, that he who conld torment an innocent
person, may also represent the image of an
immoeent person to the tormented. [If it be =aid, it
i8 not to be presumed that God wounld permit the
nevil to raise the images of innocent persons fo
the imagination of the afflicted, as in this case;
the sure consequence of such representa¥ons
being to have innocents arraigned, accused, lose
their reputations, and perhaps their lives; it may
be with equal force retorted, that God wonld not
permit the devil te torture or affiict au innocent
person, as this afflicted girl is supposed to be,
and as Job most undoubtedly was, afflicted by the
dewil, both with the loss of his health, fortune, and
reputation ; so that upon the whole, I cannot "iee
how the jury could, upon the nature of the
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evidence, bring in the persons acensed guilty: in
which vardictgthey seemed to me to have acted
inconsistently ; because the person afflicted was
presumed by them innocent, and at the same time
allowed to be tormented by the devil. If it be
objected, as was hinted in court, that the devil
could represent the images of departed persons
as in the case of Samuel, but not of the living, I
desire any reason may be assigned for his agency
in the one and his impotency in the other. It
seems past dispute with me, that he may in tl!a
one as well as in the other ; and the facts in this
trial amount to a demonstration on that point.
Jondge Upton, who, with great judgment
remarked that the purport of the whole evidence
was not sufficient to find them guilty, advanced
this popular argument to the jury, which seemed
rather calenlated to influence them (who seemed
predetermined against the witches) than from
any forece which was in the argument itself ; he
told them he could not well imagine that persons
ntterly abandoned to the devil, and who had
renounced God (as he presumed to be the case of
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religion, as to frequent the religions worship
of God, both privately and publicly, as the
accused were proved upon oath to have done.
But this argument seemed to me by no means
conclusive, Neither do I see why a real witch
may not have permission to perronate a real saint,
as well as the devil has been permitted to personate
an angel of light; or why a person in contract
with the devil may mot be guilty of this worst
hypoerisy, which gives her apostacy a deeper dye ;
if, as a witch, she was deprived of her power of
praying, and receiving the sacrament visibly, she
must be deprived of this power either by the devil
or by God himself., It eannot be supposed that
the devil would hinder her from the basest and
vileat acts of hypoerisy, or that God would
interpose miraculously to deprive this wretch of
her natural faculfies, any more than he doth other
proflizate sinners who receive unworthily, and eat
aud drink their own damnation. gui‘- npon
presumption that witches were deprived of this
power of hypoeritieal praying and receiving, yet it
conld not acquit these persons, becanse the devil
might have made this contraet with them since the
receiving the sacrament, and entering into them, as
he did anto Judas, immediately after. .

I am quite tired writing, and therefore, as this
is the only copy 1 have made of the trial. T shall
be pleased to think it is grateful to yon. I desire
you may give my service to the Provost, and Dr.
Ellwood, and let them read it.—I am, dear Sir,

Younr most obedient servant,
WILLIAM TISDALL.
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